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The high-angle Hotchkiss six pounder gun from
H.M. Drifter "GUIDE ME II".
Built in Peterhead in 1907 and chartered by the
Adm iralty during World War One as a submarine
chaser, she sank following a collision with S.S.
"GLENGARRIF" one mile ESE of the Muglins,
close to Dalkey Island.
Now restored it has been installed in the
grounds in front of the
National Maritime Museum.
See story page 8.
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President's Address Spring 2017
The highlight of 2016 was the Commemorative 1916
Maritime Exhibition and Lecture Programme reflecting Dr
John de Courcy Ireland's seminal book The Sea and the
Easter Rising, funded by a €7,500 grant from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council under the auspices
of the Ireland 1916 - 2016 Centenary Programme, hon
ouring this iconic event leading to the birth of the new
Irish Nation. The year also featured the authentic restora
tion of a Hotchkiss six pounder high-angle naval artillery
gun recovered by divers Brian MacAllister and Ivan
Tunstead from the WW I Dun Laoghaire based submarine
chaser HM Drifter "Guide Me II" in 1990 which was
installed as a Decade of Commemorations display in front
of the National Maritime Museum funded by a €2,500
DLR County Council Heritage Grant.
Following the election of a new Board of Directors at the
AGM on Guy Fawkes Day 2016, marine journalist Tom
Mac Sweeney, Professor John Brannigan UCD and
Chartered Accountant Bill O'Leary were co-opted to the
Board in January 2017, further strengthening the Board's
expertise at a very challenging time for charities.
Twenty-seven Humanist and Civil weddings provided an
increasingly important revenue source during 2016 which
propelled the Maritime Museum to the number two sec
ular wedding venue slot in Dublin. A further twentyseven weddings are already booked for 2017. These
weddings would not be possible without the superlative
efforts of the Museum's excellent Community
Employment staff led by CE Supervisor Declan Traynor
who each and every day address innumerable administra
tive, operational and maintenance issues to keep the
Museum viable and celebrated the New Year by repaint
ing the Museum's well-worn floor.
In January 2017, Minister Heather Humphreys, awarded
the Institute a 70% Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs grant of €49,705.00
under her Department's Creative Ireland Arts and Culture
Capital Scheme to fire proof the second half of the crypt
to permit an increase in visitor capacity, install additional
storage shelving, facilitate essential roof repairs, address
an ongoing sewer problem, reduce energy costs by
installing LED lighting and install a new telephone system.
In addition, DLR County Council awarded a €4,000
Heritage grant to celebrate Dun Laoghaire Harbour's
2017 Bicentennial and host a display on the World War
One U-boat campaign waged around the Irish coast and
in the Irish Sea which peaked in 1917.
Tim Carey, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown's highly respected
Heritage Officer recently left the County Council and the
Maritime Institute thanks him for all his assistance and
advice and wishes him well in his new position. As the
Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs 'Creative Ireland' policy requires Local
Authorities to establish a Director of Service led Culture
Team with the primary objective of citizen engagement

with their Culture & Creativity Plan; the Maritime
Museum looks forward to working with his replacement.
The ever popular 2017 'Spring into Heritage' campaign
spearheaded by DLR's indefatigable James O'Sullivan fea
turing the Museum and other local heritage attractions,
commences in April with an increasing emphasis on local
school tours. As part of its new Tourism and Marketing
Strategy the County Council recently issued a tender to
install a kiosk on The Metals to promote tourism and
events in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, which will benefit
the Museum and other local attractions.
Throughout 2017, the Museum's exhibits will undergo
numerous changes starting with the new Inland
Waterways Association display and serious consideration
is being given to touch screen technology. The Library &
Archive is now available for research and every week
fields numerous maritime history and genealogy queries
and will shortly commence restoring the Institute's exten
sive archival collection.
On a more sombre note, the tragic loss of the crew of
Coast Guard Rescue Helicopter 116 continues to rever
berate throughout the entire maritime community.
The deaths last
year of Des
Brannigan,
President Emeritus
of the Maritime
Institute of Ireland
(2000 - 2003),
Tom Moran, resi
dent archaeologist
and Captain Ralph
Potts a founder
member of the
Merchant Navy
Association of
Northern Ireland,
remind us of their
contribution to
Ireland's maritime
heritage. Ar Dheis
Dé go raibh a nanamacha dilse. It
was therefore
entirely appropri
ate in the 75th

Richard McCormick - President

anniversary year of the foundation of the Maritime
Institute of Ireland, that the traditional wreath laying cer
emony at the City Quay Memorial to Irish Seafarers was
followed for the first time ever by a dignified Ecumenical
Memorial Service in the Maritime Museum, concelebrated by Reverend Àsa Bjork Ólafsdóttir of Christ Church,
Dun Laoghaire and Father Pat Mernagh, Defence Forces
Ireland.
Richard Mc Cormick
President
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Fishing from Dun Laoghaire in the 1960's
In the nineteenth century Dun Laoghaire was an active
fishing port and its vessels competed with Howth and
Ringsend on the rich fishing grounds in Dublin Bay.
Though the fishery subsequently declined, a revival in the
1960's saw twenty or more trawlers operating from
Traders Wharf crewed by 4 - 6 men depending on the
demands of the fishery. Names such as Nordkap,
Vingafjiord, Quitte ou Double, Brasil and Vestkusten,
Nordhavet and Ville de Port Louis betray the origins of
some of these sturdy 60 - 80 foot wooden vessels
crewed by fishermen from all around Ireland and abroad.
The local fleet was augmented by visiting boats from
Arklow, Wicklow and occasionally Kilmore Quay and
Milford Haven, all of whom purchased supplies from Dun
Laoghaire's shops while their crews regaled patrons of
the Crofton Hotel, Cumberland Bar and Top Hat with
their exploits.
Most vessels worked two to three day trips, heading
north where the tides were slacker on soft level mud
seabed seeking whiting, haddock and prawns, or south
for prime fish such as cod, monkfish, sole, ray and skate
and fishing in much stronger tides where the undulating
hard seabed damaged trawls and sand peaks and
mounds of brittle stars stopped vessels in their tracks.
The nickname 'roaring forties' had a particular resonance
to those familiar with the early Decca Navigation System
which often went berserk at night leaving boats fishing
blind. Wrecks where fish congregated were prized sites
and considerable skill was required in strong tides to
avoid losing or damaging gear. Every crewman was paid a
share of the catch after all expenses were cleared.
No fish, a lost trawl and bad weather literally meant no

money and the sea often took its share in return for its
bounty with tragic drownings of fishermen in Dun
Laoghaire Harbour and elsewhere.
Hard though it is to believe now, there was little interest
in monkfish or prawns in Ireland until BIM cultivated a
taste for them. Fish was regarded as Friday penance food
and consequently 100 or more wooden boxes of cod or
whiting, gutted bare handed without gloves, earned little
more than £1 for a seven stone box (45 kg) less 2 shillings
and sixpence transport to the Dublin Market and com
mission. Nonetheless, fishermen usually earned more
than shore workers, though converting effort to an
hourly rate fishing in bad weather with accompanying
lack of sleep, fatigue and bodily wear and tear, the wages
were hard earned. However, while white fish and prawns
earned a fisherman a wage, the annual Dunmore East
winter herring fishery was the bonus as long as a deter
mined and lucky skipper invested in good quality fishing
gear and drove his vessel and crew to their limits.
The accompanying photos of pioneering Dun Laoghaire
skipper Brian Crummey's top earning sixty-five foot (20m)
Nordkap powered by a 230 HP Scania Vabis engine were
taken in 1968. It is hard to believe that a viable fleet
which sustained over 100 jobs in a port that once had the
fourth highest landings in Ireland had almost disappeared
by the 1980's, encouraged by the designation of Howth
as a Fishery Harbour Centre and the mooring of the
dredgers Sisyphus and Saxifrage end-for-end on Traders
Wharf making life difficult for fisherman. Now Howth has
its Golden Mile of fish shops and restaurants on the West
Pier, but only the old timers in Dun Laoghaire remember
what an absolute gem was lost.
Richard Mc Cormick

Nordkap fishing herring off Dunmore East
Nordkap - Catch on Deck

Nordkap - John Poole
with two good cod.

Nordkap - A bag of fish

Nordkap - Trawl Doors away.
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AS AN ISLAND NATION, WE ARE SURROUNDED BY
THE SEA AND THE OCEAN- ITS NATURAL TIDE OF
CHANGE DAILY INFILTRATES OUR COASTLINE WITH
DEBRIS FROM FAR FLUNG PLACES ACROSS THE
GLOBE.
Address by Father Pat Mernagh, Chaplain Defence Forces
Ireland, Mc Kee Barracks, Dublin at the Ecumenical
National Commemoration Service for Seafarers held in
the National Maritime Museum Dun Laoghaire 20th
November 2016.
These natural waters around our shores have also proven
to be key arteries of supply during war and peace times,
and our service today truly is held to remember all who
died at sea; in particular those who were lost from Irishflagged ships during World War Two.
At the outbreak of World War II, known as "The
Emergency", Ireland declared neutrality and became iso
lated as never before. Ireland's shipping fleet had been
neglected since the Irish War of Independence. At the
outbreak of World War II Ireland had very few ships, and
the U. S. instructed its ships not to enter the "war zone".
It was the Irish Mercantile Marine during World War II
that continued essential overseas trade in the conflict, a
period often referred to as The Long Watch.
15 years before the outbreak of war, the merchant fleet
consisted of 127 ships. By 1939, at the start of World
War II as Ireland declared its neutrality, the number was
only 56 ships in total. 15 more were bought or leased
during the emergency, and 16 were lost during this time.
Up to then most Irish-registered ships had to fly the red
ensign of the United Kingdom Merchant Navy. All were
required by the UK law to fly the Red Ensign. However,
with the outbreak of war, the Irish Government ordered
all Irish ships to fly the tricolour. It's worth remembering
that all Irish ships usually sailed unarmed and usually
alone, identifying themselves as neutrals with bright
lights and by painting the Irish Tricolour and EIRE in large
letters on their sides and decks and our country contin
ued to receive vital imports during the wartime. Also
very importantly our food exports to England were deliv
ered.
The first Irish ship to be sunk in World War Two was the
passenger ship "Munster", which flew the tricolour, but
no tricolour could protect her from her fate, which fell
victim to a mine in Liverpool Bay on 7th February 1940.
She was trading between Belfast and Liverpool, on char
ter to the Belfast Steam Ship Company and commanded
by Captain J. Paisley when sunk. Captain Paisley and four
of his crew were wounded, one of whom died later. In all
over 200 passengers and a crew of fifty escaped in
lifeboats and were rescued a few hours later by the col
lier "Ringwall". It was in 1940, in his Saint Patrick's Day
address, that the Taoiseach Eamon de Valera lamented:
"No country had ever been more effectively blockaded
because of the activities of belligerents and our lack of
ships..."

This situation paved the way for Irish Shipping Ltd. to be
formed; which was an Irish state-owned deep sea ship
ping company, established during World War II for the
purpose of supplying the country's import needs. And co
incidentally its ships were all named after native Irish
trees. Acting for the Irish Government, Minister Frank
Aiken negotiated the charter of two oil-burning
steamships from the United States Maritime
Commission's reserve fleet. These were the "West Neris"
and the "West Hematite"; On the 9th September 1941,
Two Irish crews travelled to New Orleans to take over the
ships. The "West Neris" was renamed "Irish Oak" and
"West Hematite" was renamed "Irish Pine". Both were
chartered by the now government owned Irish Shipping
Limited, and both would have their fate sealed by U Boat attacks.
It was In November 1942, that the "Irish Pine" was
bound to Boston and was only two days from their desti
nation when she was sighted by the German U-Boat U608, and with no record of the U Boat seeing her neutral
ity markings, they followed the "Irish Pine" for eight
hours, and at precisely 19:15 on Sunday 15th November
the "Irish Pine" met her watery grave, sinking in just
three minutes. No wreckage or any of the bodies of her
33 crew were ever found.

The sinking of the Meath by Kenneth King
The "Irish Oak" was sunk in controversial circumstances
by U-607 on the morning of the 15th May 1943, where a
torpedo hit the "Irish Oak" at 8:19am. Two torpedoes
were launched, one missed, the other struck her port
side and luckily all were rescued from the ship.
When the hostilities were over, on 16 May 1945, Eamon
de Valera, in his speech to the nation said: "To the men
of our Mercantile Marine who faced all the perils of the
ocean to bring us essential supplies, the nation is pro
foundly grateful."
Today, ninety percent of the world's goods are transport
ed by sea and the waterways. There are approximately
1.5 million seafarers worldwide in 10,000 commercial
ships and maritime vessels. Looking around our capital
one is reminded of our maritime history especially in the
Ringsend area of Dublin, where in the 1970's with the
new housing re-developments some streets were named
after ships which were lost during the war:
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Bremen Road, Pine Road, Bremen Grove, Leukos Road,
and Kyleclare Road named after the "Kyleclare" which on
the 23rd February, somewhere in the Atlantic, was struck
by U-456 with a fan of three torpedoes. "Kyleclare" dis
integrated in a massive cloud of brown smoke. In total
eighteen Irish lives were committed to eternity with her.
Twenty percent of seamen serving in Irish ships perished,
victims of a war not their own. Attacked by both sides,
150 seamen who lost their lives on neutral Irish ships
during the Emergency. To this day, 534 seamen owe their
lives to the crews of Irish ships; as Irish ships always
answered SOS signals and stopped to rescue survivors,
irrespective of which side they belonged to, remember
ing Allied convoys could not stop to pick up survivors
Today in 2016 our Navy finds its crew rescuing the lost
souls of war and conflict in the Mediterranean, helping
them to find a water pathway through the ocean of time
where the face of humanity rescues those who have lost
everything to escape the further pain of hate and war,
starting a new chapter with Ireland's humanitarian assis
tance at sea.
The Moral of our remembrance is very simple and pro
found; We will not be remembered by our words, but by
our kind deeds. Life is not measured by the breaths we
take, but by the moments that take our breath.
Let our prayers, our gathering, our commemoration
always allow us to be grateful for what we have today
because of those who died yesterday, and let us pray for
an end to all war, that causes the storms of hate and evil
to flourish in our troubled world, and so, united, allow us
to remember our real anchor in life, our faith, our hope
and our love for one another, for a nation that remem
bers always exhibits a grateful disposition, and so por
trays to all its citizens that we all matter, in life and in
death so we can pray - Protect your sons and daughters
who sail the seas, and protect also their families that
await their return.
Star of the Sea, light shining in the darkness, be a guide
to those who sail amid the storms and dangers of life.
Bring all the lost souls of sea to the far haven of eternity,
and the shores of new Life as we remember them all in
gratitude on this day.
Father Pat Mernagh

Port Life: Eugeen Van Mieghem, Docks,
at Dublin City Gallery

Audiences can experience the works of acclaimed Belgian
artist Eugeen Van Mieghem for the first time in Ireland
this year, through an exhibition depicting the vibrant life
of the Port of Antwerp at Dublin City Gallery The Hugh
Lane (February 9th - June 11th 2017).
Eugeen Van Mieghem: Port Life is a fascinating visual
account of the pulsating life of a working port at the
beginning of the 20th century. Van Mieghem's work rep
resents a social history, exploring themes of migration,
globalisation, port society, the working community, and,
the life of the artist - themes that resonate with Dublin as
a port city.
Organised with the support of Dublin Port Company, the
exhibition is part of Port Perspectives, Dublin Port's arts
commissioning programme to help re-establish links
between the Port and the City.
The exhibition can be viewed Tuesday to Thursday 9:45
am - 6 pm, Friday 9:45 am - 5 pm, Saturday 10 am - 5
pm and Sunday 11 am - 5 pm. Admission is free of
charge
(Voluntary contributions to the Gallery are appreciated).
Richard McCormick
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Memorial Services 2016
The Maritime Institute commemorations took place dur
ing November on Sunday 20th in Dublin on City Quay and
on the following Sunday 27th in Cork in the Board Room
of the Port of Cork Company on Custom House Quay.
The capital's ceremony commenced at 12 Noon at the
Seafarer's Memorial on City Quay with the officiating
clergy being Rev. Willie Black (C of I ) chaplain Missions
to Seafarers and Rev. Fr. Bill Ryan Chaplain Stella Maris
Seafarers Club.
Because 2016 was the 75th anniversary of the founding
of the Maritime Institute on 31st October 1941 by Col.
Tony Lawlor and others, it was felt that the Ecumenical
Service should take place in our headquarters at the
National Maritime Museum in Dun Laoghaire. Wreaths
were laid by the President of the Maritime Institute,
Richard McCormick, Paul Stephenson Royal Naval
Association and Gerard Mulligan Irish Naval Association.
A party from the 4th Port (Ringsend) Sea Scouts paraded
the house flags of the wartime merchant ship owning
companies to the Memorial. An attendance of some fifty
persons were present including relatives of those lost.
Traffic Corps Gardai from Pearse St. Station under Sgt.
Eamon O'Hara controlled car movements, while Ray
Traynor provided the public address system. The Stella
Maris mini bus was on hand to bring people to Dun
Laoghaire in the afternoon for the Ecumenical Service,
conducted by Rev. Fr. Pat Mernagh, Catholic Chaplain to
the Defence Forces and Revd. Asa Bjork Olafsdottir,
Rector of Christ Church and the Mariners. The first
Lesson was read by Jeff Brownlee a former parishioner of
the church while the Gospel was read by Rev. Olafsdottir
and the address was given by Fr. Mernagh. The bidding
prayers were read by Silva Loeffler, Therese King, Vice
President, John Moore RNA, Joe Ryan and Conor Galvin
O.N.E.
The service was also attended by Conor Devlin,
Cathaoirleach, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Counth Council,
Lieut Cmdr. Conor Kirwin representing the Chief of Staff
and the Flag Officer Naval Service, Justine Gillard, daugh
ter of Patrick Short lost on the Irish Lights tender ISOLDA,
sunk in 1940 off the Wexford coast, with her daughter
Geraldine and Gerard White, Step Grandson and mem
bers of the St.Michael's Rowing Club, Ringsend.
We were very pleased to welcome Stella Archer former
manager of the museum many years ago and Col.
Michael Moriarty a former member of Council. Thanks
to Brian Montgomery and the CE staff for the hot soup
and sandwiches afterwards. There was a congregation of
some fifty people. In Cork a memorial Service conducted
by Rev. Fr. Christy Fitzsimmons CC took place in the
Board room of the Port of Cork Company on the follow
ing Sunday 27th November. This was organised as usual
by Captain David Swards and his wife Lulu. The President
of the Institute Richard McCormick and Joe Varley
attended from Dublin.

C o u t N M Ha *
>£L NAOMM C
r N O t iF r iH ,

Harry Callan, President Richard McCormick, Denis Ranaghan,
at the Memorial on City Quay, Dublin.

Continued:
Lessons were read by Richard McCormick, Gerry Horan
from the Maritime College Cadets both from the Navy
and Maritime College and Brendan Condon from the
Naval branch of the ONE. Afterwards, refreshments were
served.
Pat Sweeney

Let us remember.
In recent months the deaths of two prominent maritime
figures have occurred.
Des Brannigan, a wartime merchant seaman and former
President of the Maritime Institute of Ireland and
Captain Ralph Potts, a founder member of the Merchant
Navy Association of Northern Ireland.
Ar Dheis De go raibh a n-anamacha and may they and all
deceased seafarers, rest in peace, knowing that they are
not forgotten
Right
Desmond
Brannigan
President
Emeritus
Maritime Institute
of Ireland.

Right:
Captain Ralph
Potts
Founder Member
of the Merchant
Navy Association
of
Northern Ireland.
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On 2 March 2017, the museum marked the cente
nary of the sinking of the RMS "Connaught" with a
well-attended talk by Philip Lecane.
The Connaught was a Sister ship of the betterknown RMS Leinster.
Launched in 1895, RMS "Connaught" served as one of
the four City of Dublin Steam Packet Company (CDSPCo)
on the Dun Laoghaire (then Kingstown) to Holyhead
route until 1915. In May of that year she was comman
deered by the Admiralty and used to carry troops and
munitions from Southampton to Le Havre. In late 1917,
the Admiralty told the CDSPCo that the "Connaught's"
captain - Dun Laoghaire born John Rogers - needed a
break from his duties and a replacement was requested.
The company sent Liverpool born Captain John Thomson,
the senior captain on the Irish Sea mail boat service.
Thomson boarded the RMS "Connaught" on" March
1917 and put to sea from Southampton carrying troops
to Le Havre. The ship was escorted by a destroyer.
The following day the RMS "Connaught" returned from
Le Havre. At 1.45pm on 3 March, the ship was struck by
a torpedo, aft on the starboard side. Three of the crew
were killed in the resulting explosion, including John
Moran (33) from Dun Laoghaire. The others were from
Swansea and the Channel Islands. The crew took to the
lifeboats and the ship was subsequently sunk by a torpe
do which struck the port side. Survivors were picked up
by the hospital ship "Grantully Castle" and taken to
Southampton. Among them were men who would be
serving aboard the RMS "Leinster" on 10 October 1918,
when the ship was sunk by UB-123. Some of them would
die, while others survived their second sinking of a
CDSPCo ship.
A week after sinking the "Connaught", the commander
and navigating officer of U-48 were killed when a ship
they had torpedoed struck the submarine's conningtower as it manoeuvred to sink another ship.
Philip's talk was followed by a very lively question and
answer session. In the audience were relatives of casual
ties John Moran and John Brown (survivor of the
Connaught and "Leinster" sinkings). On the following day
- the actual centenary - Philip led a brief commemora
tive ceremony at the war memorial in the Royal St.
George Yacht Club at 1.45pm, the time the first torpedo
struck the Connaught. John Moran, who was killed in the
sinking, was an employee of the yacht club and his name
is on the War Memorial. Robert Moran, grandson of
John, represented his family at the service. The Royal St.
George Yacht Club was represented by Peter Bowring and
Ronan Adams and the National Maritime Museum was
represented by Brian Ellis, Leo Fitzpatrick, Ray Traynor
and Philip Lecane. On behalf of the Moran family, Robert
Moran thanked the museum for organising the talk on
the sinking of the "Connaught". He thanked the Royal St
George Yacht Club and the National Maritime Museum
for holding the commemorative ceremony.

He said that his father must have passed the yacht club
many times, unaware that John Moran (his father and
Robert's grandfather)
was commemorated
there. Now the Moran
family know that John
is remembered by the
Royal St George Yacht
Club and the National
Maritime Museum.
The museum would
like to thank Barbara
Browne, Peter Bowring
and Ronan Adams of
the Royal St. George
Yacht Club for hosting
the commemorative
service for John
Moran.
Philip Lecane
Philip Lecane
Library & Archive News - Spring 2017
Interest in the Museum Library & Archive has increased
considerably this year. There have been requests for
information over a broad range of maritime subjects with
queries being received on a weekly basis.
In many cases visitors to the Museum, having recognised
the value of the resources available, are prompted to
seek advice on matters relating to their relatives who
served at sea in various roles. They are particularly inter
ested in the background to Ireland's maritime heritage
and how it relates to their ancestor's experiences. They
also have contributions to make in terms of family stories
and documents which we can scan for inclusion in our
digital archives.
We are fortunate in having access to a large collection of
taped interviews with seafarers, recorded by Joe Varley
and David Sheehy, which we are hoping to digitise. Carol
Hayes assisted us by copying some of these interviews to
a more suitable digital format on a trial basis and it is
intended to continue this process.
We are now in the final stages of book cataloguing with
specific shelving for our oversize books and charts now
completed. This process is sufficiently advanced to
enable us to make the Library available to members of
the Maritime Institute.
The Library recently received a donation of a collection of
books relating to maritime history research from the
family of the late Fred Sheckleton of Blackrock.
We are now in a position to start on the sorting and
restoration of our extensive Archive collection.
Our Library & Archive team was joined last summer by
Aileen O'Keeffe, an IADT graduate, who worked with us
as an intern for several months. Philip Lecane, author of
"Torpedoed" and "Beneath a Turkish Sky" has also joined
our team.
Brian Ellis, Honorary Librarian
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RESTORATION OF THE GUIDE ME II NAVAL GUN
by Richard Mc Cormick,
President, Maritime Institute of Ireland
On 29th August 1918, the 86 feet long 100 gross tons
fishing vessel H.M. Drifter "Guide Me II" built in
Peterhead in 1907 and chartered by the Admiralty during
World War One as a submarine chaser, sank following a
collision with S.S. Glengariff one mile ESE of the Muglins,
close to Dalkey Island. Deck Hand John Edward Archibald
was declared missing by H.M. Naval Base Kingstown the
following day. The wreck can be viewed in fascinating 3-D
survey detail on www.infomar.ie.
In the late 1980's, a naval ships gun was recovered from
Guide Me II by divers Brian McAlister and Ivan Tunstead.
It was donated to the National Maritime Museum.
Because of the significant Royal Navy presence in Dun
Laoghaire during World War One, this high-angle
Hotchkiss six pounder gun designed to shoot down air
craft as well as submarines, merited a €2,500 Heritage
Grant from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to
recreate the artillery piece as a Decade of
Commemorations display in the grounds of the National
Maritime Museum.
Maritime Institute members Dr. John Treacy, a former
member of the Irish Naval Service and naval historian
along with David Snook of WWI website www.irishphotos of similar
guns on armed
trawlers during
World War One.
Laurence Dunne
Archaeology Ltd.
conserver of the Aud
anchors provided
conservation advice
and Pascal Cullen of
Camden Fort
Meagher in
Crosshaven recom
mended Michael
O'Mahony of CE
Engineering &
Cleanroom Services
in Cork to restore
the naval gun,
because he had suc
cessfully restored
four large Spike
Island artillery
pieces.

Though the operating mechanisms had decayed, other
than rust, some pitting and slight dents along the barrel,
the artillery piece was in reasonably good condition. The
first challenge was to manually clean the rust and the
remnants of marine growth. The gun was then treated to
the mildest of shot blasting with the elevating quadrant
receiving special care. The rusted metal rods entering the
four recoil pistons were replaced and new capping pieces
attached. To retain authenticity no attempt was made to
fill the pitting and damage on the gun barrel.
A replica steel base with a manual elevating wheel was
fabricated to mount the gun barrel just as it would have
appeared on the fore deck of the "Guide Me II". The com
bined structure was treated with rust primer and finished
with regulation navy grey paint. On 2nd November 2016
the "Guide Me II" naval gun was fitted to the concrete
plinth in the grounds of the National Maritime Museum,
clearly visible to passers-by, with its barrel set at 45
degrees elevation pointing towards the Irish Sea from
whence it had been rescued.
Since installation the gun has attracted many admiring
glances with its history featuring on websites and social
media as an iconic World War One naval artifact and a
prime example of Ireland's rich maritime heritage for the
many local and overseas tourist visitors to the National
Maritime Museum of Ireland in Dun Laoghaire.

Left:
Michael O'Mahony and his son, Shane, who
restored the "Guide Me II" gun
Above
"Guide Me II" Gun with Susan Barr and Marilyn
Nash, two of the Museum Tour Guides.
8

My book, Forgotten Hero of Bunker Valentin
(Collins Press 2017), available from 20th March
2017, is my father-in-law, Harry Callan's memoir.
Harry was born in the Waterside, Derry, in 1923 and was
sixteen when he became a 'Vindi Boy', having finished his
training as a British Merchant Seaman, on the
"Vindicatrix" in the Sharpness Canal. In January 1941 his
ship, the "African Star" was captured by a German Raider
and he became a prisoner of war. He was, eventually, in
September of 1941, imprisoned in Northern Germany in
the P.O.W. camp, Milag und Marlag Nord, Westertimke.
In January 1943, Harry and thirty-one other Irish-born
British Merchant Seamen were removed from the camp.
Although offered several inducements, they refused to
work for Germany. The thirty-two men were from the
four provinces of Ireland. They were sent to the
Arbeitserziehungslager, Bremen-Farge and incarcerated
there for twenty-seven months. During that time, they
were starved, beaten and forced to dig the foundations
for the super-structure, code named Bunker Valentin,
which was an assembly line for U-boats. From there,
using the River Weser, the U-boats could sail into the
North Sea to wreak havoc on merchant shipping.
Destined for the gas chamber, only the goodwill of
decent Germans saved them. Harry was helped by the
camp doctor, Dr. Heidbreder and his family. After libera
tion he returned to Derry where everything had changed
and unable to speak about his experiences, Harry's recu
peration was a slow process. Although his nightmares
haunted him for the rest of his life, he returned to sea
and continued to work as a merchant seaman with the
Headline Company, Palgrave Murphy, Irish Shipping and
B&I Ferries, until his retirement in 1987.
In his eighties, Harry reluctantly returned to Germany
and visited the places of his incarceration. Realizing that
an entire generation knew nothing of the thirty-two
Irishmen, he vowed to remedy this. As the last survivor
of the Irishmen, he has returned each year, since 2005
and tirelessly works with scholars and volunteers.
He openly discusses his experiences with the students of
Oberschule an der Egge, Blumenthal, the local secondary
school, who are grateful for his willingness to help them
to understand Germany of the 1940s. They remember
the Irishmen on the 26th April each year, the date of
Liberation of the Arbeitserziehungslager Bremen-Farge,
with a 5km run, following the route the prisoners took
each day, from the camp to the building site of Bunker
Valentin.

Vindicatrix

SS African Star Sunk 12 July 43

Now aged 93, Forgotten Hero of Bunker Valentin is Harry
Callan's Story written by his daughter, Michele Callan
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NAVAL HISTORY
At this time, when the Naval Service has five very mod
ern Off Shore Patrol Vessels, three delivered within the
past two years, perhaps it is time to recall the Maritime
Institute's efforts to improve matters after the end of the
Corvette era and before the introduction of the Verolme
Cork built P22 class at the end of the 1970s. Early that
decade Colonel Tony Lawlor, President and one of thefounding members of the Institute, set up a Naval Affairs
Committee to consider and report. The body was estab
lished with the Colonel as Chairman, Jim Hughes, as
Secretary, Pat Sweeney and Dr John DeCourcy-Ireland.
Members met a retired Canadian Rear Admiral who
advised that a vessel of one thousand tonnes displace
ment was required for the North East Atlantic. The
French Naval Attaché from London together with a naval
engineer were consulted and they suggested using type E
frigates which could be disarmed for fishery protection
duties. Also they put forward their new A69 corvette
design which was coming into service with the French
Navy, with a displacement of 1,250 tonnes, a speed of 24
knots armed with a 4.1-inch gun, two 20mm weapons,
anti-submarine mortar and four 21-inch torpedo tubes.
The cost of such vessels could be 1.5 million pounds, allo
cated as follows: - Five hundred thousand pounds each
for hull, machinery and armament. This was agreed by
the Board of the Maritime Institute and in 1976 a press
conference was held in Clyde Road putting forward the
Institute's proposals to the media. As can be seen from
the attached plan below, the A69 type was not unlike the
"LE Rosin" and improved "LE Samuel Beckett", "James
Joyce" and "W.B. Yeats" vessels. Committee members
James Hughes and Pat Sweeney led by Colonel Lawlor
met two Ministers for Defence. The First Minister was
Oliver J Flanagan TD who, on being told by Colonel
Lawlor that we would be reporting back, said the "First
thing you will do is say that you were made most wel
come". The late Commodore Brett, then a Commander,
was the naval advisor. In response to questions for the
proposed LE "DeIrdre" - "was she fitted with asdic anti
submarine detector equipment?" answer, "No but with a
fish finder". The Second Minister was Fianna Fail Mr
Padraig Faulkner in 1979 with Captain P Kavanagh,
Director of the Naval Service as advisor, who dismissed
the A69 class as too sophisticated for fishery protection
duties and said that the British Navy did not use frigates
for such duties.

But that was not the Institute's point. We were propos
ing warships not just fishery protection vessels. The
Committee was also in correspondence with Verolme
Cork Dockyard, who suggested a 600/700 tones corvette.,
which was being built for Indonesia. They later sent
another letter, saying their Dutch principals had advised
this would be too small and sent plans of a flush decked
1,200 tonne patrol vessel. Nothing further came of these
contacts.
Pat Sweeney.

FAR EAST WW2 NAVAL WRECKS LOOTED
According to a report in the Guardian newspaper in
November 2016, the wrecks of three British warships and
a US submarine sunk in the Java Sea early in 1942 have
been destroyed by illegal scrap metal scavengers. The
wrecks of HMS "Exeter", a heavy cruiser, and the destroy
er HMS "Encounter" have almost been completely
removed. Using a 3D map of the sea floor which shows a
"large" hole on the sea bed where the ships were locat
ed, another destroyer, HMS "Electra" has also been locat
ed, although a sizeable section of the wreck remains. All
four sank in battles in the Java Sea during early 1942.
When the Japanese Navy overpowered Australian,
British, Dutch and United States naval units, they were
destroyed. These battles were the most costly encoun
ters for the allies at that time in World War 2. This fol
lowed news that the Netherlands' Government had
launched an enquiry into the disappearance of the
wrecks of the cruisers HNLMS "De Ruyter", HNLMS "Java"
and destroyer HNLMS "Kortenaer", where they had been
found earlier. The discovery of the missing shipwrecks
came about after an expedition was sent to the Java Sea
in November 2016 to take video footage to commemo
rate the 75th anniversary of the battle this year. Some
nine hundred Dutch sailors were lost including Rear
Admiral Karl Dorman, a war hero in Holland and
Commander of the Allied Naval Forces. It was also
planned for divers to put a plaque on the vessels which
were discovered in 2002. When the wreck of the light
cruiser HMAS "Perth" was found to have been salvaged,
the Australian Government was accused of trying to keep
the matter secret to avoid a diplomatic incident with
Indonesia.

Pat Sweeney

Aviso A 69
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FIRST FULLY ERECTED CRANES EXPORTED

ARKLOW SHIPPING TONNAGES UP AGAIN

The heavy lift ship ALBATROSS berthed at the Verolme
Dockyard warf on Saturday 18th February and loaded
three Liebherr cranes . After the cranes were embarked,
she returned across the river to the Ringaskiddy Deep
Water berth where the cranes were welded to the deck,
Then ballasted before she sailed for San Juan, Puerto Rico
in the West Indies. This is the first time that Liebherr
cranes have been exported fully erected, as previously,
they were dispatched in kit form by road from Killarney
to Fenit. On this occasion the crane parts were transport
ed to Cork from Killarney by road and sea. Teams of
Liebherr workers then erected the cranes on the former
shipyard quayside. The heavy lift specialist Mamonet
then built the rail tracks to move the cranes from quay
side aboard ship. It is thought that if this shipment is suc
cessful, future Killarney made cranes will be exported in
this fashion.

Arklow Shipping Ltd., the Co. Wicklow owners have
placed orders with the Netherlands Yard of Ferus Smit for
four 16,500 tonnes deadweight bulk carriers, two will be
delivered next year 2018 and the last two in 2019.

Arklow Breeze

ARKLOW MARINE
At the close of last year in November, Arklow Marine
delivered the small passenger and ro/ro ferry "Spirit
of Rathlin" to the Department of Regional
Development Northern Ireland for service between
Rathlin Island and Ballycastle, Co. Antrim. The new
27 metre vessel replaced a forty year old vessel
"Canna"
Of steel construction, she can accommodate 140
passengers, 6 cars, an articulated truck or a mix of
both. Built to the rules of Lloyds Classification
Society and the British M aritime and Coastguard
Agency, she has been assigned an EU Class C
passenger certificate and is powered by two
Scania engines developing 930 bhp driving
two screws with a speed of 8.5 knots. She is
highly manoeuvrable with a bow thruster on
twin high lift rudders. The passenger saloon
on the main deck has seating for 42 persons.
Outdoor seating is available on Decks 1 and 2.
As we go to press, both their two building
berths in their North Quay yard are fully occu
pied with two vessels under construction.
With a 15 metre trawler for UK owners due to
be completed in May and a 17.5 metre fish
farm vessel for Marine Harvest, Fanad, Co
Donegal to be launched in August 2017.
Pat Sweeney

UCD Capstone Project 2017
As in previous years we have students from UCD assisting
us in the Museum as part of their studies.
This year we have 2 students, Franklin Ifeanyi Nweke and
Nitish Chouhan, from the School of Information &
Communication Studies in UCD working, with us.
The Museum would like to take advantage of emerging
technologies to showcase its collections, a critical step for
generating revenue and sustaining the Museum. The stu
dents will help us to identify specific areas in the
Museum which might benefit from the integration of
new technologies, and to address training needs to assist
personnel in utilising current technologies to support
Museum work.
The students, who are on a brief stay, working in the
library, will also work with the Museum to develop staff
training, considering specifically the technological needs
of the older volunteer in a Museum setting.
Brian Ellis, Honorary Librarian

Maritime Museum Report for Spring 2017.
Roger Kirker was contacted by Frank Pelly (now retired)
of Irish lights. They had a model of the Irish Lights Tender
"Tearaght", built by Geoff Robinson, a model maker now
living in Baltimore, Maryland, whose grandfather had
been a crew member during the "Palme" rescue. We
were asked if we would be interested in having the
model on long term loan to display in the museum.
Naturally our answer was a positive one. To make a long
story short, the model has arrived, and it is first class.
Soon after the model was delivered, Geoff arrived,
accompanied by his son Joshua who lives in Alaska. They
were met by Roger Kirker, Padraic O Brolchain and
Seamus O'Connor and we gave them a personal tour of
the museum that evening. We believe that they had a
good visit as when we were saying our farewells Geoff
promised to build us another model of our choice, and
we have chosen the "Palme". We look forward to
another pleasant event, possibly next year.
We believe that if people are prepared to go to these
lengths to help us that we must be doing something
right. It is also putting an onus on us to ensure that we
continue to maintain the museum at a high standard.
This brings us to the next part of our report. A group has
been put together to start planning changes and
improvements to the exhibition. As the first meeting was
held just before Christmas it is too early to present any
definite programme, but over the next couple of months
some changes will be observed. Any ideas will be very
welcome and will not be ignored. Roger Kirker or Padraic
O'Brolchain are the people to contact.
Already the first signs of changes are beginning to be
seen. Many will be small and simple and hopefully there
will be a few more arresting ones.

We are well progressed on the installation of a Ham
Radio Station with our own call sign. This will have to be
manned by expert radio enthusiasts. It will be done at
designated times and should be a good additional attrac
tion to encourage people to visit us. We are greatly
indebted to Robert Brandon for his work on this project.
One cannot help but notice the dramatic improvement
made by the treatment of the floor of the church, thanks
to Ray and Declan Traynor and the CE staff. While this
was going on, the model of the MV "Munster" was
moved. This meets two objectives, it uncovers an impor
tant memorial on the wall of the church and paves the
way for an improved presentation of the story of the
"Palme" in which the new model of the "Tearaght" will
be incorporated.
The newly exposed memorial plaque to Captain William
Hutchinson also plays a part in the story of the building
of the harbour (and town) of Dun Laoghaire, which is 200
years old this year. We plan to mark the occasion, hope
fully as effectively as we did for "1916 and the Sea". This
will be a challenge as we have few related artefacts to
show, and planning of the event has started far later than
it should have, but alas we are all volunteers and cannot
always give of the time that such work requires.
The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland kindly
donated funds for a display on our Waterways which has
long been planned to go alongside the display on Leisure
Sailing on the balcony. This is in course of completion at
the time of writing this report, so should be fully installed
when you first read about it.
Padraic O'Brolchain
THEcan

£3

Opening of the Inland navigation display
at the Museum
Carmel Megan, Richard McCormick, John Dolan,
Padraic O'Brolchain

Irish Lights - TSS Tearacht - 1893 - 1928
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Carraccas, Carracks or Nau
Just inside the entrance to the ground floor of the
Museum mounted on the trellis hangs a rather battered
looking model of an obviously old little ship.
This is probably one of the oldest exhibits in the Museum
dating from c. 1490 to 1510.
The Portuguese were great navigators and explorers and
opened up much of the world to trade with Europe.
At that time there was no popular perception that the
Earth was round. Sailors thought it quite possible that
they could fall of the edge of the earth if they sailed too
far. So, before setting on a long voyage they would make
a model of the ship in which they would sail and hang it
in their local church. It is said that they would fill the
model with gold coin to encourage the Priests or Monks
to pray for their safe and profitable return. It didn't
always work!
They visited China and would bring back cargos of "Kraak
ware" which was highly prized in Europe
Eoghan Ganly
"KRAAK" ware pottery.
Five hundred years ago, Portugal started to trade with
China. By 1557 a Portuguese trade base was established
in Macau. At that time the Ming dynasty was in decline.
It finally collapsed in 1644 with the Manchu invasion.
Civil war and rebellion had meant that the Imperial
porcelain kilns at Jingdezhen needed new patrons, and
new markets. This allowed Chinese blue and white porce
lain to be exported to Europe in bulk for the first time.
The use of the blue pigment, cobalt oxide, on pottery,
originates in ancient Egypt. During the medieval era it
was used particularly in Persia and the Middle East, from
where it was exported to China. Porcelain ware however,
hard, white, durable and translucent, was unknown in
Europe. Ming dynasty blue and white porcelain became
hugely fashionable, much sought after, and was very
expensive. Royal and noble collectors competed with
each other for the finest pieces.
Spain and Portugal, united from 1580 to 1640, dominat
ed the trade at first, but Holland, fighting for independ
ence from Spain, soon joined in. "Kraak" ware dishes fre
quently appear as objects of great value and rarity in
Dutch still-life paintings of the 1600s.
The Chinese porcelain was called "kraak" ware after the
ships, carraccas, or carracks, in which it was shipped from
China. Because Ming porcelain was so expensive, the
blue and white style was copied by earthenware potters
in Spain, Portugal, Holland and later, England. This pot
tery also became known as "kraak" ware. The shape of
the imported dishes was usually wide and shallow, like
large soup plates, suitable for use with European spoons.
Chinese tableware took the form of deep bowls, better
for using with chopsticks.

Chinese "kraak" ware was typically decorated with eight
panels around the flared rim, an octagonal area in the
bowl of the dish, ornamented with scenes from nature,
birds, water, rocks and flowers. These blue on white
designs were copied by the European earthenware pot
ters. When the secret of making porcelain was finally
solved in Europe in the 1700s, Chinese designs were a
popular style. They survive even today in Wedgewood's
popular "Willow Pattern."
Anthony OBrien, potter, who has made a replica of a
"Kraak" ware plate which he has presented to the
Museum.

Drawing of a

Carraccas, Carrack or Nau
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National Maritime Museum of Ireland
Takes to the Waves.
The Maritime Museum has taken to the Waves; or should
we say the Air Waves. As an addition to our current
exhibit of a representation of a Ships Radio room, the
museum has now added an Amateur Radio Station with
the aim of enhancing the visitors experience and under
standing of the role played, and the difficulties encoun
tered by ships Radio Officers at a time when they provid
ed the only means of communications for ships at sea.
A small team of Museum volunteers led by Roger Kirker,
supported by members of the newly formed National
Maritime Museum Amateur Radio Club, have now
installed and tested an Amateur Radio Station in the
Museum.
Two of our new CE staff Jhoanna & Elzbieta enjoyed a
taste of Amateur Radio during the testing of the new
Radio Station.

In July 1898 the first Radio Sports Broadcast from ship to
shore took place here in Dun Laoghaire when Guglielmo
Marconi used a wireless telegraph transmission from his
tugboat at sea to a station onshore, to report the results
of yacht races at the 'Kingstown Regatta'. Since then
many Irish men and women have served as Radio opera
tors in Coast Stations and at sea. Indeed many have lost
their lives whilst trying to ensure the safety of others.
Arthur Jefferies was just 27 years old when he lost his life
while serving as Radio Officer on the RMS Leinster when
it was sunk by enemy fire in the last days of World War
One. He is not alone in his sacrifice, many Radio Officers
have lost their lives at sea.
This station strives to honour all those who served and
especially those who paid with their lives.
Robert Brandon

Jhoanne & Elzbieta, of the CE Staff,
enjoy a taste of Amateur Radio operations
Current Radio Room replica
The objective of the station is to demonstrate to
Museum visitors in an enjoyable and informative manner,
under the supervision of a licensed radio operator, the
excitement and challenges of operating a radio and of
making direct contact by radio alone, with another sta
tion hundreds or thousands of kilometres away, just as
was the dilemma often faced by Radio Officers in hostile
circumstances.
The station is located on the North Transept 1st floor and
will be operated by a team of volunteer licensed Amateur
Radio operators. The Museums Radio Call Sign is
EI0NMMI (National Maritime Museum of Ireland). It is
also envisaged that the station will take part in some of
the many International 'Special Event' Radio Activities
which will provide exposure for the Museum to an
International audience. For technical and operational rea
sons it was not possible to co-locate the new station with
the existing Radio Room, however when permanently
installed, the new station will be housed in a unit that is
in keeping with the decor of its surroundings and with
that of the Radio Room.

NAVAL NEWS
The keel block for the last of the four 90m. Offshore
Patrol Vessels was laid at Appledore Shipyard at BAE on
Monday 14 March in the presence of the Minister, the
Flag Officer, Naval Officers and Department of Defence
Officials. The new ship is to be named the George
Bernard Shaw and will be commissioned in early 2018.
The public auction of the former OPV L.E. Aisling P-23
took place recently and obtained a price of €110,000.
The vessel was bought by a Dutch ship broking company.
It had been hoped that a higher price could have been
obtained, but the market at the time was not strong.
Pat Sweeney

"L. E. Aisling" - Sold for €100,000
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Fund Raising 2017
As usual your Fund Raising Committee has been working
it's little socks off to provide you our Members with an
interesting and entertaining programme of events,
mostly in the Maritime Museum.
We hope that we give satisfaction but we fear that many
members do not attend and we rely on non members
from Dun Laoghaire and the surrounding areas to fill the
Museum Concert Hall.
We are always open to suggestions as to how we may
improve our programmes of events. If you know of a lec
turer or performers who would be willing to entertain us,
the members, please contact me at eoghanganly@eircom.net or any of our committee.

The Athlone Choral and "The Poetic Note"
In February of this year we made a new departure in that
we had a daytime concert. The Athlone Choral Society
came to together with "The Poetic Note" and an almost
full house were rewarded by music and poetry.
The Choir sang an eclectic programme ranging from the
sacred, to folk and popular music which was much
enjoyed. The Poet Anne Gaffney read some of her very
moving poems accompanied by Martin O'Hara on guitar.
An usual performance which interested our audience.
Here are a couple of poetic samples:-

Eve.
With the agony of the feminine soul
The ancestors rest in my hands
From heart to heart the pain is passed
Cell to cell the imprint stands.
Repressed in Eden Eve lies still
Original sin is born
She surrenders her sensual will to man
And suffers eternity's scorn.
The wound weaves its web through generations
Crippling freedom, sensuality, core
The feminine labeled the sexual sinner
Masculinity the wounded whore.
The ancient divide of woman from self
shamed and robbed by the apple tree
Forged the fig leaf armour of Womankind
Worn through the ages by you and me.

Promise
Make only the promises you can keep
Say only what is true
Say it tenderly Into the folds of love,
That softly swathe Both me and you

Tell me now what I want to hear,
say the words to hold my heart
Whisper how you'll love me forever,
How you pray we'll never part...
Let me hear your clear dedications.
To the life we're going to lead,
Say it...like you really mean it,
In Thought and word and deed.
Speak only from your soul to me,
So I can hear... Believe,
That your love is real and true and mine,
To savour and receive...
Tell me softly what I need to hear
So I can feel your trusting heart
Tell me how you'll love me forever,
How you know ...we'll never part.
By Anne Gaffney
Philip Lecane gave us a lecture on the "Sinking of the
Munster" on the 2nd of March in the evening. It was well
attended and we learned much that was new about the
sister ship of the more famous Leinster. There was a very
lively question and answer session afterwards.
On Thursday the 30th March David McWilliams talked to
us on "Brave New W orld..... Buckle Up" If half of what
he said comes to pass it will be Fire Engines that we shall
need not just seat belts. A sell out audience had a whale
of time and there was a lively question and answer ses
sion at the end followed by a raffle with prizes of drink,
biscuits and chocolates. People were queuing up to buy
tickets
Events to come:Thurs. 20th April Door open 7.30 pm, Lecture 8.00 pm
Paddy Barry Sailing to Mountains and other Cold Places
An Illustrated Talk on Paddy's sailing adventures to
Spitsbergen, West Greenland, South Georgia
(Shackleton), North West Passage, Siberia (North East
Passage) and East Greenland.
Sunday 23rd April at 3.30 pm
An informal concert by two Choirs: One from Denmark
and one from Wicklow will perform during the afternoon
for visitors to the Museum thus enhancing the pleasure
of looking at our historical collection. Ordinary Museum
admission fees will apply, no extra charge for the music.
Wed. 26th April - Doors open 7.30 pm Concert 8.00 pm
The ever popular Choir "Singing for Pleasure" perform a
concert of light hearted and pleasurable music for all
ages. Entry €10.
Thurs. 25th May Doors Open 7.30 pm Concert 8.00 pm
4 Poets and a Harpist. Performance entitled
The Ocean. Tickets €10
Thurs. 8th June 1.15 pm Violin and Soprano
An informal concert. There is no extra charge. Normal
Museum entrance prices apply.
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Spring into Heritage Tours 2017
The Spring into Heritage and Summer of Heritage programme of events, are a series of Free guided tours promoted by
James O'Sullivan of the Heritage Office of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. They are suitable for schools,
students, families, historic groups and individuals interested in local history.
The National Maritime Museum are delighted to participate in this again in 2017.
This year we are running guided tours on Monday and Wednesday 11am from 24th April until 14th June
The Museum is housed in Dun Laoghaire's 180-year-old Mariners Church, opposite the dlr Lexicon. Experienced guides
will bring you on a voyage of discovery enthralling you with stories of discovery, heroism, war and disasters at sea.
You will learn about maritime history, exploration, navigation, radio, deep-sea cable technology, nature and art inspired
by the sea and relevant to the school syllabus.
See the revolving Baily Optic, try the electrified steam engine and pause to reflect at the Titanic exhibit, the Royal Navy
prisoner's docks and the war memorial.
Try sailor's knots, learn how they lift heavy weights, be photographed with the pirate and much more.
Each Monday and Wednesday at 11am 1 tour per day 2 tours per week. Tour duration: 60 minutes
Important: You must reserve your tickets through the links below. Click the date you are interested in and you will be
brought to our ticketing site where you can register for free tickets. Tour numbers are strictly limited to 30 people per
tour. See our web site www.mariner.ie e mail administration@mariner.ie

Childrens Art Competition Prize Giving 8th April 2017
Sponsor - Eason Ireland, organsed by Sue O'Brolchain for the National Maritime Museum
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