NEWSLETTER

Autumn 2016

Wanderer of Liverpool
See story by Cormac Lowth Pages 14, 15, 16.

Biannual Newsletter of the Maritime Institute of Ireland.
Published October 2016

Free for Members. Non Members €2.00.

Edited by Pat Sweeney and Eoghan Ganly.
Please Note:
An Electronic copy of this Newsletter is available on the Website: www.mariner.ie
administration@mariner.ie
Mariners Church, Haigh Tce., Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
01 2143 964 / 01 2800 969
1

President’s Address - Autumn 2016
During 2016 positive signs emerged that maritime
heritage is being taken more seriously in this Decade
of Commemorations. The £16m launch of HMS
CAROLINE commemorating the centenary of the
Battle of Jutland on 31st May 1916 was a milestone
by any standards on the Island of Ireland. The refurbishment of this historic battleship and the all-Ireland
nature of the ceremonies was a credit to the restoration team and the event organisers. Such an auspicious beginning merits success and this historic
vessel will prove a worthy tourism complement to
Belfast’s Titanic Quarter and the restored SS NOMADIC.
The long awaited public display in Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard of the stabilised wooden hull of Henry
VIII’s flagship MARY ROSE which sank in 1545 with
the loss of 500 lives is a truly magnificent achievement for maritime heritage. The success of this project may well have influenced a £2m UK government
grant to explore the wreck of the British warship Invincible lost in 1758 with the intention of excavating
her from the Solent. This innovative 74-gun Third
Rate French prize captured in 1747 influenced Royal
Navy warship design in the period between the Mary
Rose and Nelson’s HMS VICTORY. Detailed design
information on 74-gun ships-of-the-line translated
from French is available in the Museum’s Library.

Closer to home, the Anniversary of the Battle of the
Somme in the Irish National War Memorial Gardens
Islandbridge and the National Day of Commemoration ceremony in the Royal Hospital Kilmainham in
July demonstrated that shared heritage can be a unifying force for good. The unveiling of a magnificently
evocative statue to polar explorer Ernest Shackleton
at the Athy Heritage Centre-Museum was also a singularly auspicious occasion. The Museum’s noteworthy 1916 display and seven accompanying lectures
funded by Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
under the auspices of the Ireland 1916 – 2016 Centenary Programme demonstrates that a volunteer run
Museum can design and host a national commemoration programme to a high standard.
Confirmation that the City of Derry will get its long
awaited £11.3m Maritime Museum in 2020 not only
officially recognises the Maiden City’s maritime heritage, but also highlights the modern approach of colocating maritime history and genealogy to maximise
their contribution to tourism and the local economy.
This is all due to forward thinking maritime enthusiasts who preserved irreplaceable maritime artefacts
and documents that have now assumed international
historic importance. Much as the Maritime Institute
has being doing for decades. Its time too has come
and hence the Institute made a formal submission to
the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs Culture 2025 ten-year policy document, focused not solely on itself, but on the entire
maritime heritage sector.

The Museum is also attracting its fair share of media
attention and due credit must be given to the substantial contributions of Marcus Connaughton of
RTE’s Seascapes Programme, Tom Mac Sweeney of
Community Radio Youghal 104 FM and the Marine
Times, Jehan Ashmore of Afloat Magazine, Lorna
Siggins of the Irish Times and Newstalk’s Bobby Kerr
Down to Business plus its Talking History Programmes. In addition the Port of Dublin Company’s
Starboard Home Concert kept the maritime musical
heritage flag flying this year.

Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s Spring
into Summer 2016 initiative followed immediately by
their Summer of Heritage 2016, featuring the Museum and connecting to Fáilte Ireland’s Dublin a
Breath of Fresh Air campaign, heightened public visibility at minimal cost. Engaging with science and history teachers at their AGMs and the development of a
new Children’s Educational Programme by UCD’s
third group of Library & Information Masters students
and utilising the Marine Institute funded audio visual
equipment are new departures that should bear fruit
in future years. In addition, the appointment of an
Honorary Librarian and Honorary Research Officers
strengthens the Museum’s ability to add context to its
historic artefacts and respond authoritatively to complex maritime history research and genealogy
queries which are the bedrock of any Maritime Museum.
In the 1916 National Commemoration Year and in honour of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Maritime
Institute of Ireland, the Annual Ecumenical Memorial
Service for Mariners Lost at Sea will be hosted in the
Maritime Museum in Dun Laoghaire on Sunday 20th
November. It is entirely fitting here to recall Tom
Moran, a highly regarded stalwart of the Institute for
many years, who died this year after a long illness,
who will be sorely missed by his family and many
friends. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis.
Richard McCormick President
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UCD Children’s Educational Capstone Project
2016
In January of this year four UCD Masters level students, Emily Stakem, Kelly Clancy, Niamh Hammel
and Enda Kehoe commenced a Capstone Project
jointly supervised by Dr. Crystal Fulton, Senior Lecturer in UCD’s School of Information and Library
Studies and the staff of the Museum’s Library &
Archive. This is the third such project involving the
Library & Archive and the focus this time was on
“Enhancing the Visitor Experience of the National
Maritime Museum of Ireland”.
Following familiarization with the Maritime Museum
and its displays, the students selected the themes of
Navigation, Safety at Sea and Communication.
Based on these three interlinked themes they developed a one hour tour suitable for 9-12 year age
group school children. This tour involves learning
about a fictitious shipwreck by solving clues covering
the main elements of the story and working out the
cause of the shipwreck. In the process the children
use communication techniques involving Morse Code
and Nautical signal flags.
Some trial runs of the tour were carried out by the
Museum’s Volunteer Guides with family groups organized by the UCD students, with very good participation by the children involved. The students
subsequently interviewed the Volunteer Guides and
visiting families after the tour and received positive
responses to their project, which will add to the
Museum’s portfolio of activities for younger generation visitors.
Brian Ellis

Honorary Librarian
and Research Officer Appointments in 2016

In April 2016 the Board of the Maritime Institute appointed Mr Brian Ellis, a long standing Museum Volunteer Guide who took a leading role in the
reinstatement of the Library as Honorary Librarian.
Mr Ellis is extremely knowledgeable on the Library’s
book collection and is well versed in online maritime
history and genealogy resources. He is a regular
contributor to this Newsletter and for some time now

Appointments Cont.
has co-ordinated replies to the ever increasing maritime history and genealogy queries directed towards
the Library through emails and personal visits to the
Museum.
Recognising that the Institute must attract qualified
maritime historians capable of publishing papers in
peer reviewed academic journals to increase the
recognition index of the Institute, the Board has appointed long standing and well known member Mr
Joe Varley as an Honorary Research Officer. Mr Varley holds a MA in Naval Studies from the University
of Exeter and is currently studying for a PhD at the
University of Hull. Along with with Rev. John Ellis he
delivered the lecture entitled “Dr John De Courcy Ireland: A Tribute to a Maritime Historian” as part of the
Museum’s 1916 – 2016 commemoration Programme
In addition, Dr John Treacy, a qualified maritime historian and a Director of the Spanish Point San Marcos Armada Project has also been appointed
Honorary Research Officer. Dr Treacy’s PhD focused
on the Irish Naval Service and he recently delivered
the 1916 lecture entitled The Silent Shore: The Aud,
Roger Casement and Banna Strand in the Museum.
The institute is fortunate that these admirably qualified historians join Mr David Snook who was appointed Honorary Research Officer following the
demise of the Institute’s long standing Honorary Research Officer Dr John de Courcy Ireland in 2006. Mr
Snook who recently lectured on the Working Conditions of Seamen in 1916 was awarded a M. Litt. from
University College Dublin for his research on World
War One Merchant Seamen CR-10 Cards held by
Southampton City Archives from which he developed
the valuable www.irishmariners.ie research website.
The appointment of Mr Brian Ellis as Honorary

Librarian responsible for the Library and the contribution of these three highly qualified Honorary Research Officers will serve to increase the Museum’s
knowledge base and enhance the reputation of the
Maritime Institute as the leading authority on Irish
maritime history.
Richard Mc Cormick.
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Science and History Teachers
at the Maritime Museum

If ever there was a venue where science, discovery
and history intersect it must be the National Maritime
Museum in Dun Laoghaire. The scientific potential of
the Maritime Museum www.mariner.i.e. is infinitely
greater than many visitors realise as it is quite literally
awash with artefacts of maritime scientific relevance.
These include old navigation instruments, sextants,
ships logs, compasses and a working steam engine
simulated by means of an electric motor, steam
gauges, early outboard engines, a pantograph, plus
the Greystones rescue cart with its rocket launching
apparatus and breeches buoy. The centrepiece has
to be the century old 10 tonne revolving Baily Optic
on the alter which is physics at its best with its
stepped curved front section Fresnel lenses bending
the light into a powerful unidirectional beam of light to
maximise projection far out to sea. There is also a
mock-up of a ship’s Radio Room and a two metre
model of Captain Robert Halpin's trans-Atlantic cable
laying paddle wheel and screw propulsion driven
Great Eastern accompanied by original communications cables and samples of diverse patterns of ships
anchors outside the building. In the near future the
maritime science resources of the Marine Institute
www.marine.i.e. will be available on screen in the Library of the Museum.

With this very much in mind, Therese King Secretary
of the Maritime Institute, a secondary school teacher
by profession travelled to Limerick on 9th April 2016
with Richard Mc Cormick to set up a stand at the Irish
Science Teachers Association AGM with a view to attracting science class school tours to the Museum.
This was followed up on 5th May by a well-received
lecture to ISTA members on the Shackleton Endurance story by John O’Reilly in the Maritime Museum plus demonstrations on using the sextant by
Captain Roger Kirker, followed by tours of exhibits in
the Museum of scientific interest.
The next significant event is the Irish History Teachers Association AGM which will be held in the nearby
Royal Marine Hotel from 7 – 9th October 2016 when
it is anticipated that history teachers from that event
will visit the Museum to learn about Ireland’s rich but
little known maritime history and ultimately convey
this knowledge to their pupils.

Richard Mc Cormick

Therese King at the Maritime Institute Stand
at the Irish Science Teachers Association AGM

Fund Raising Events Autumn 2016
In the Maritime Museum
unless otherwise stated.
8.00 pm
“Shackleton”
Thursday 3rd Nov. A talk by Paddy Barry.
Doors open 7.30 pm Postponed to Spring 2017
€10.00
Thursday 17th Nov.
Doors open 7.30 pm
In the Eblana Club,
Dun Laoghaire
Bar available.

Table Quiz and Wine Tasting.
7.30 pm Wine Tasting
Mitchells of Glasthule
“Wines for Christmas”
8.30 pm Table Quiz
with the Quiz Master you love
to hate.
€10 per head. Tables of 4.

Sunday 20th Nov.
at the
Maritime Museum
Time to be
announced

Ecumenical Service for those
that died at sea. Presiding Rev
Asa Bjork Olafasdotirr
Rector Christchurch, Dun
Laoghaire & Father Pat Mernagh, Chaplain to the Defence
Forces, McKee Barracks.

Thurs. 24th Nov.
Cavo and Mitchell.
8.00 pm
Food demonstration and
Doors open 7.30 pm matching wines for an alternative Christmas. Tastings.
€10.00
Thurs. 8th Dec.
St. Cecilia Singers
8.00 pm
Conductor Sandra Ganly
Doors open 7.30 pm A Concert for Christmas

Spring Events 2016:

We had a very successful programme of events in
Spring 2016.
The first was a concert by the very popular choir,
Singing for Pleasure. They gave us a programme of
light music, from the Beatles to Leonard Cohen which
the large Audience greatly enjoyed.
Then there was a joint concert by an American Choir
from the Lakewood Choral Society, Michigan who
sang many American favourites. The Cantoire Choir,
Singers based in Dublin but with a distinctly international flavour, performed music from the Renaissance
to the 21st Century, but particularly specialising in
folk music.
It was a sell out concert and the enthusiastic audience
certainly received value for money.
.
Eoghan Ganly
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A Tribute to Dr. John de Courcy Ireland

Dr. John De Courcy Ireland died in 2006 and in drafting the 1916 lecture programme in the tenth anniversary year of his demise, a strong feeling emerged
that John’s life and times should feature in one of the
seven lectures. The problem was how to structure
this lecture? The obituaries and appreciations were
written in 2006, and there has been no scholarly examination of John’s work to date. It was decided to
approach speakers who had worked with John, and
task them with giving personal insights into his manyfaceted talents and characteristics.

John Ellis was a pupil of John at Kingstown
Grammar School in the late 1950’s. He was also involved with him in the RNLI at Dun Laoghaire, and
with the setting up of the Great Eastern exhibition at
the Sailors Rest at Victoria Wharf in 1959. This long
demolished premises was the start of many initiatives
which evolved into the National Maritime Museum at
Haigh Terrace. Joe Varley along with David Sheehy
was involved in organising events and undertaking
research since the early 1980’s and consequently
they both knew John very well.
John Ellis’s insights were comprehensive. He found
John an excellent schoolteacher, but unusual for the
times he was also a mentor who shaped the character of his students. John’s emphasis on social justice
had a profound influence on young John during his
lifetime of pastoral work. They shared a mutual interest in marine matters which extended from modelmaking to Royal Naval history, as well as the local
activities previously mentioned.

Joe Varley’s initial contact with John in the early
1980’s centred on the winter lectures and what were
then all-year-round ship visits. John’s competence as
a linguist was invaluable for the latter. John gave a
lecture to the Institute every two years and was a
regular attender and contributor to its meetings at
Shell House, Buswells Hotel and finally at Stella
Maris. In the mid- 1980’s he encouraged Joe and
David Sheehy to start interviewing old Irish sailors.
Both of us were fortunate to experience John’s meticulous approach to research during this process. This
period was when the majority of John’s books were
published and Joe gave an overview of these publications. He concluded by examining some of John’s
research reports, which were regularly submitted to
the Maritime Institute.

There was a good crowd at the lecture including John
De Courcy Ireland’s daughters and a pleasant atmosphere prevailed, reflected in the variety and depth of
questions asked, including an emphasis on John’s
contribution to political and South Dublin life. This
was an interesting dimension as the speakers had focused on his maritime activities. In retrospect, the
evening was a tribute to John, rather than a fully
forensic examination of his life and times. The latter

should definitely evolve in due course. There is a
considerable collection of John’s papers in UCD’s
archives, and it is the expectation of the library team
that when the Museum’s archive boxes are examined, additional material will become available. We
hope researchers will avail of these resources, and
publish on the various aspects of the life of someone
who was truly a maritime “Renaissance Man”
Joe Varley

Dr. John De Courcy Ireland and Justin Merrigan on the
RNLI’s Anna Livia Life Boat

Summer by the Sea Art Workshops
The Museum ran 4 workshops in August with the
Artist and Teacher Jacinta Hughes, with the emphasis on families.The children had to be accompanied
by an adult.
The Workshops went very well, with many families
coming to the workshops. It was a first visit for all visiting the Museum, and it certainly will not be their
last.. They could not get over what an enjoyable interactive place it was for children.
One father said “ He had memories from the afternoon which he will treasure for the rest of his life. “
He, with his 2 sons. built wind chimes from sea
shells. The children also did fish printing!! Take a
dead fish, paint it in bright colours and press onto
paper. A fish shaped image appears. Wash the fish
and feed it to a seagull. Everybody happy, except
maybe the fish!
We will consider running similar classes again on
Saturdays during term time.
We would like to say a huge thank you to Jacinta
Hughes and her able helper Grace. Tracey Merry
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Working Conditions of Seamen 1916

Summary of David Snook lecture at the National Maritime Museum of Ireland 12 May 2016
During the Great War it was important that the British
Merchant Marine was effective because, unlike the
Napoleonic Wars, the UK was not self-sufficient in
food production. World trade had increased tenfold
between 1850 and 1914 with major factors being railway and steamship development fuelled by coal. The
UK did well as the first industrial nation and by 1914
she operated half the world’s steamship tonnage.
The successful development of Kingstown Harbour in
the nineteenth century with a rail service and the mail
link with England meant that the town grew.
A review of masters and mates working in the British
Merchant Marine in the 1840s concluded that they
were frequently unfit for their duties; many were addicted to drunkenness and were almost without education. Standards improved from the 1850s with the
British Government beginning exams for masters and
mates to demonstrate ability and sobriety. They also
introduced formal crew contracts, which included
payment of wages, minimum standards of accommodation and feeding. Improvements took time. In the
period 1856 to 1872 it was estimated that 65% of
losses of British ships at sea were due to drunkenness, ignorance or incompetence.
Steamship organisation split the crew into three departments. The Deck Department covered all sailors
while the Engine Room Department covered all engineers and firemen. The Steward’s Department
cooked and looked after passengers. Work was casual for voyage or short period only and, if the ship
was wrecked, then pay stopped. Seaman Trade
Unions developed in the late nineteenth century.

In 1915-16 the Asquith Government was concerned
that there were adequate numbers of men working in
the Merchant marine with adequate discipline. The
Admiralty, who requisitioned large numbers of merchant vessels and their crews, experienced sailing
delays due to seamen not joining their ship or joining
drunk. They urged the Government to introduce conscription for merchant seamen. Havelock Wilson and
the Seamen’s Union looked for wages to keep pace
with retail inflation. They sought to stop employers replacing British seamen with Chinese at much lower
wages. They also sought to persuade their members
to meet most Government requirements and to
demonstrate that conscription of seamen was not required. They were successful.
With David Lloyd George as Prime Minister from November 1916, the German submarine threat was a
vital issue and he regarded the Admiralty as slow
learners in relation to the introduction of convoys. Sir
Edward Carson was replaced as Navy Minister in
July 1917 by a Lloyd George protégé, Sir Eric Geddes, who replaced Sir John Jellicoe as First Sea Lord

Dinner aboard an Emigrant Ship

in December. Havelock Wilson developed a successful working relationship with the employers from 1917
with a new Maritime Board. During the Great War, the
British Merchant Marine had around 150,000 jobs to
fill with a multinational workforce. Around 12,000
would be Irish born with around 200 born in
Kingstown. Wartime casualties casualties were
around 13,000 including 1,000 Irish born seamen.
David Snook

James Havelock Wilson

The first major success for the union, under the leadership of James Havelock Wilson, was the Seamen’s
strike of 1911 which secured higher wages.
It seemed appropriate when looking at Merchant Marine issues during the Great War to consider the situation before and after the introduction of unrestricted
submarine warfare by the Germans in February 1917

A German U-boat stranded on the South Coast of England,
after surrender.
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At Sea with History:
Remembering those who sailed before us.

Welcome to the maiden voyage of a column which
will look at the Irish in maritime history. In “U-Boat
Alley”, Roy Stokes said, those “who relish the huge
wealth of our maritime heritage …….are steeled by
the unflagging and dedicated maritime historians who
continue [to] highlight our maritime past. We find it
our duty to recall [those who have sailed before us.]”
In this Decade of Centenaries, Ireland is remembering our people who served in the First World War, the
1916 Rising and – upcoming – the War of Independence. Overlooked in Irish remembrance of the First
World War and the 1916 Rising has been the maritime aspects of the conflicts. Addressing this deficit,
the museum hosted a series of seven thought-provoking lectures and staged an excellent exhibition on
the very important maritime aspects of the 1916 Rising. The museum also republished Dr John de
Courcy Ireland’s seminal work The Sea and the 1916
Rising. On Ireland and the First World War at sea,
the museum has already staged a fine exhibition on
the sinking of the RMS Lusitania. As a follow up, it is
planned to stage an exhibition on the aspect of the
war at sea which had the most noticeable impact on
Ireland: submarine warfare. In parallel with the exhibition, this column will look at the effects of submarine warfare on Ireland.

Landlocked to its east, west and south, Germany’s
only access to the sea is by way of its northern coast.
From the beginning of WW1, the Royal Navy denied
German access by imposing a blockade in the North
Sea. The blockade prevented munitions and food
from reaching Germany. It also forced the smaller
German fleet to remain in port. Germany faced starvation and defeat unless something could be done to
counter the blockade. By sailing beneath the surface
of the sea, Germany’s submarines were able to avoid
the blockade. They brought the war to the British by
attacking their merchant shipping. As attacks grew,
the Germans began to impose a counter-blockade on
the British. It was now a question of which blockade
would first succeed.

Pre War Crew - R.M.S. Leinster

The first incident involving a U-boat in the Irish Sea
occurred on 30 January 1915. The steamship Ben
Cruachan (3,092 tons) was 18 miles northwest of the
Liverpool Bar Lightship when she was intercepted by
the surfaced U-21, commanded by Kapitänleutnant
Otto Hersing. The ship’s crew was given 10 minutes
to evacuate. They were aboard two lifeboats when
the Germans sank their ship with explosives. The
Germans gave the crew directions towards a trawler
and they were picked up an hour later. Hersing sunk
two other British merchant ships in similar fashion
that day. These were the Linda Blanch (369 tons)
and the Kilcoan (422 tons), both bound for Belfast.
The crew of the former ship was given directions to a
fishing vessel. Hersing ordered the crew of the Kilcoan to row to the small steamship Gladys, which U21 had previously captured. He then ordered the
Gladys to carry Kilcoan’s crew to the Isle of Man.
The following day, the mail boat RMS Leinster was
sailing from Holyhead when a surfaced submarine
was seen about a mile north of the ship, 25 miles
east of the Kish lightship. Captain Birch altered the
Leinster’s course southward. The submarine gave
chase on the surface, but gave up after a quarter of
an hour. Later that day, a notice on the Carlisle Pier
in Dún Laoghaire (Kingstown) warned passengers “a
submarine was seen in the Channel today.” The war
had come to the Irish Sea in gentlemanly fashion.
Circumstances would not allow such civility to continue.

Pre War - R.M.S. Leinster
German 1st World War Submarines

Philip Lecane
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New Derry Maritime Museum

Derry City is to get a brand new £11.3m Maritime Museum and Archive situated in the hospital building of
the former Ebrington military barracks on the banks
of the River Foyle, joined to the city by the iconic
Peace Bridge. The Museum is designed to help locals and visitors alike to understand, explore and appreciate the enormous influence the River Foyle,
Lough Foyle and the Atlantic beyond have had on the
city and its hinterland.
Derry’s proud maritime tradition is intimately associated with the River Foyle through its use as a highway by sixth century Christian missionaries and ninth
century Viking raiders, followed by sixteenth century
English military incursions and seventeenth century
English and Scottish Planters. During the eighteenth
century, extensive trade connections were developed
with Scotland, England, Europe and the colonies in
America. Strong links were forged with Canada and
North America when Derry became one of Ireland’s
principal emigration ports. Due to its strategic location, Derry made a very significant contribution to the
Battle of the Atlantic during the Second World War,
culminating in German U-Boats surrendering at the
mouth of Lough Foyle and berthing at Lisahally, just
outside the city.

Proposed New Derry Maritime Museum

This important flagship project, scheduled to open in
2020, will also provide access to Derry City and Strabane County Council’s extensive Archive and Genealogy Service which holds a combined resource of
over 400 years of archives alongside more than one
million family records and genealogical collections.
The Museum will have exhibition galleries, archival
reading rooms, dedicated learning spaces as well as
a café, shop and other visitor facilities. The galleries
will showcase significant maritime collections in a
high quality experiential environment by deploying a
variety of interpretation techniques and mediums to
engage a range of audiences and provide accessible
learning opportunities for everyone.

It is intended that this ambitious joint initiative between Derry City and Strabane District Council, the
Heritage Lottery Fund, Tourism Northern Ireland and
the Executive Office, will provide a much needed catalyst for the economic regeneration of the city and region by serving as a major tourist attraction bringing
to life the city’s rich maritime heritage and telling the
story of the people involved in Derry’s fascinating
maritime history.
Richard McCormick

Museum Report

The 1916 exhibition has been very popular all Summer creating a significant feature in the centre of the
museum floor. And of course, this is one of the first
items to be wheeled aside when there is a wedding,
of which there have been quite a few lately which are
very popular thanks to the team managed by Declan
Traynor.

The multi-function space of the Nave of the Mariner's
church is well suited to many events, weddings being
one , and concerts, lectures, cooking displays, wine
tasting, book launches, art exhibition launches to
name a few more.
There has been a painting exhibition of portraits of
the 1916 leaders by Carol Wallace on display in the
Gallery throughout July and August which has been
well viewed with many interesting comments in the
visitor's book.
The refurbishment of the model of MV Munster has
been completed by Gintas Ledeika to an excellent
standard and it has been returned to the ground floor
on continuing display. He has now commenced refurbishment work on a model of a Dutch East Indiaman
56 gunner and a Lemsteraak, both donated by the
van Velzen family. We are very lucky to have the
input from such a skilled model builder.

Our contribution to the 2016 Summer of Heritage has
been a free tour every Monday morning which has
been very popular and well attended and guided by
Robert Brandon. He has been ably assisted by our
student volunteer Tanja Bable from Germany.
During August, there has been an art workshop for
children every Wednesday afternoon organised by
Jacinta Hughes where the children have shown great
interest and talent.

We are looking forward to 2017 & 2018 for new exhibitions commemorating Maritime activity by U boats
in the Irish Sea and the sinking of the RMS Leinster.
Our volunteer guides are the lifeblood of the exhibits
where they can supplement the storyboards with
many anecdotes and supplemental information
gleaned from many widely read sources, so we are
very grateful for the time and energy of their input to
the many visitors which have come in our doors during these last few months.
Roger Kirker

Model of the Munster showing the life boat , the entire
beautifully restored by (Paul) Gintas Ledeika
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BATTLE OF JUTLAND RECALLED

The anniversary of the Battle of Jutland was commemorated on 31st May in Alexandra Dock Belfast
with the re-opening of the refurbished C-Class light
cruiser HMS Caroline, the sole surviving ship still in
existence from that momentous clash of British and
German warships involving 250 ships and 100,000
seamen that led to the death of 6,000 British and
2,500 German naval personnel in two days and the
sinking of eleven German and fourteen British naval
ships.

HMS Caroline was built at Cammell Lairds shipyard
in Birkenhead and entered service on 4th December
1914. She engaged in regular North Sea patrols during World War I and saw action at the Battle of Jutland, the only significant naval action of the war, the
outcome of which is still disputed. In 1924 HMS Caroline became the headquarters of the Ulster Division
of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in Belfast and
during Wold War II played a vital part in the Battle of
the Atlantic. At the end of the war HMS Caroline reverted to the Ulster Division RNR until 2009 and was
eventually decommissioned in 2011 and renovated
with £16m funding and is now in the care of the National Museum of the Royal Navy.
The opening ceremony entitled the ‘Commemoration
to the Irish Sailor’ was permeated with all-Ireland
themes, involving speakers from various arms of the
seaborne services, including the Irish Naval Service
and descendants of Royal Navy personnel from
around the Irish coast, presided over by the Guest of
Honour Prince Michael of Kent. A poignant moment
came when Lieutenant Kerry Anderson Royal Naval
Reserve and Lieutenant Jack Mc Loughlin, Irish
Naval Service simultaneously cast wreaths into
Alexandra Dock in honour of all those who served at
sea from the Ireland in the Great War.

Battle of Jutland 30th - 31st May 1916

Image from Wikipedia

The organisation of the commemoration ceremony,
overseen by Commander John Gray RN, Senior
Naval Officer Northern Ireland, was superb and the
balance of participants impeccable, with appropriately chosen regional and naval speakers striking just
the right note befitting the solemnity of the occasion.
The ceremonies concluded with a Civic Lunch at
Belfast City Hall where Deputy Lord Mayor, Alderman
Guy Spence and his staff made the guests very welcome. There is little doubt that HMS Caroline is set to
become a major tourist attraction in her own right,
complementing the Titanic Quarter and SS Nomadic,
all of which make a visit to Belfast well worthwhile for
maritime heritage enthusiasts.
Richard Mc Cormick

H.M.S. Caroline in Belfast

The 1912 Naval review at Spithead

A tour of the ship showed just how much effort has
gone into restoring this historic ship to as near authenticity as possible down to details like the exposed
manual steering on the bridge to a simulated meal in
the crews mess, where they also slept in hammocks,
to the reinstatement of her six inch guns and 21 inch
torpedoes on the beautifully restored deck. Excellent
graphics and considerable investment in audio visual
and computer driven technology enhance the visitor
experience for every generation.

Joe Varley and Richard McCormick. HMS Caroline behind.
Pge 9

NEW DUBLIN PORT SEAFARERS CENTRE.

The new seafarers centre developed by the Dublin
Port Company was officially opened by the Lord
Mayor of Dublin Criona Ni Dhalaigon Monday 30th
May on Alexandria Road in the former canteen building of Odiums. The Lord Mayor commended the port
company for providing such a facility. It will be jointly
operated by volunteers from the Anglican Missions to
Seafarers and the Catholic Stella Maris Seafarers
Centre. The state of the art building will cater for the
estimated 7,500 seafarers who come ashore each
year from world wide destinations
The facilities include free Wi-Fi links for sailors to call
home, a recreation room and a pool table, with a separate TV den. Dining and cooking facilities are available, also a shop and a chaplains room. The Chief
Executive of Dublin Port Eamonn O’Reilly paid tribute
to the teams of volunteers from both the Missions
and Stella Maris, who work quietly for the hidden
work force from overseas. The Catholic Archbishop
of Dublin Most. Rev.. Dr. Diarmuid Martin observed
the Christian Church was founded by sailors. The
Church of Ireland Archbishop Most Rev. Michael
Jackson said we depend on seafarers for things we
take for granted. Ken Fleming of the ITF said that on
any one day some 205,00 seafarers were reporting
for work while another 205,000 were going home on
vacation.

passenger cabins with capacity for 2,800 lane meters
of freight(1895 vehicles) plus 300 passenger cars on
an additional dedicated car deck. The ship will be
constructed to the highest rules of Bureau Veritas
and will have Ice Class classification.
It is expected the new ship will be deployed on the
Holyhead service, at first replacing the charted in
vessel EPSILON currently on the route covering mid
week sailings with a week end route to France, the
new ship will provide extra capacity for freight and
enhanced passenger facility on both routes.
NAVAL AFFAIRS

Dublin: In mid June 2016 the Minister of State at the
Department of Defence Paul Keogh TD announced
that the Government had placed an extra order with
Babcock Marine Ltd at their Appledore shipyard in
Devon for another OPV for delivery in 2018 at a cost
of €54.3 million or €66.8 after VAT This will be the
fourth of the 90 meter class to be constructed since
2014 and is the first sustained naval building programme since 1979/80s, when all three P22 class
vessels were built in succession.
Belfast: LE CIARA P-42 (Lieut. Cmdr. Owen Smyth)
was in Belfast for the Belfast River Fest May weekend remained in the river Lagan for the Battle of Jutland commemorations.

CENTRE DEDICATED

The centre was officially blessed/dedicated jointly by
Rev. Fr. Padraig O’Duill OFM cap and Rev. Willie
Black on Sea Sunday 10th July when a barbecue
was also held. It was announced that Fr. O’Duill was
being transferred to Cork by his order. The Rev.
Black paid tribute to him for his co-operation and help
during his time as Catholic chaplain and co worker in
the port.
Roger Kirker represented the Institute and Maritime
Museum, while Joe Varley and Pat Sweeney were
also present at the event.

NEW FERRY FOR 2018
The Irish Continental Group parent company to Irish
Ferries has ordered from the German shipbuilders
Flensburger Schiffbau Gesselschaft KG. a new
cruise ferry vessel for a contract price of €144 million
scheduled for delivery in May 2018. The ship will
accommodate 1,885 passengers and crew with 435

LE Ciara P-42

Galway:The last of the three class P-22 type OPVs
LE AISLING P-23 built by Verolme Cork Dockyard at
Russbrook Co. Cork was decommissioned in Galway
on Wednesday 22nd June after 35 years service. The
ship which commissioned in 1980 under the command of Lieut Cmdr. Peadar McElhinny is notable for
two outstanding events during her history. In 1984
while under command of Lieut. Cmdr. James Robertson, she intercepted and detained the fishing Trawler
MARITA ANN and her 5 man crew which had a cargo
of seven tons of arms trans shipped from an American vessel the VALHALLA, which sailed from Boston
Mass USA. At that time her first Captain Lieut Cmdr.
McElhinny was ashore co-ordinating the operation
from the naval operations centre.The following year
she responded to a Mayday from Valentia Radio that
an Air India plane had crashed into the Atlantic 183
kilometres west of Kerry. Still under the command of
Lt. Cmdr. Robertson she proceeded to the indicated
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crash area and came upon a scene of wreckage and
bodies spread over a wide area and assumed the
role of on scene command ship. The plane Air India
Flight 182 was en route from Montreal to New Delhi
via London with 329 passengers and crew, when a
bomb placed aboard by Sikh nationalists exploded,
there were no survivors. The OPV recovered 38 bodies and wreckage from the sea.
At her decommissioning in Galway Docks on 22nd.
June, present were the Minister for State for Defence
Paul Keogh TD, members of the Naval Association
and two members of the original ship’s company still
serving Captain David Barry and Senior PO Fansitti.
Also Captain McElhinney (Rd) her first CO, who was
presented with a photograph of all three P-22 class at
sea by her last captain Lieut. Cmdr Patrick Doherty.
NEW NAVAL BRANCH FORMED
Earlier this year the Organisation of National Ex
Service Men and Women established a new naval
branch entitled the Erskine Childers Branch at
McKee Barracks in Dublin.

NEW TUG FOR SHANNON
At the end of March a new tug was delivered to Celtic
Tugs in Cork for service on the river Shannon to assist shipping at Moneypoint, and Tarbert. Now renamed CELTIC FERGUS she was built in Turkey in
2015 at the Eregli shipyard as the EFLSAN PORT for
Med Marine. Based at Foynes Co. Limerick she joins
the CELTIC ISLE and CELTIC REBEL and replaces
the CELTIC BANNER, which was sold to Eastern
Marine Ltd. of Lowest oft on the east coast of

England.

EFLSAN PORT delivered to Celtic Tugs in Cork

SEA SCOUTS FIFTY YEARS

In 1966 the 8u Calafort (8th Port) Sea Scout Troop
was founded in Dun Laoghaire by Surgeon Owen
Lavelle, Peadar Tobin and Sean Fitzgerald and this
year it is celebrating its 50th anniversary. Having
started out with just seven scouts, to day the group
has expanded to over 150 members across four sections. Located on the West pier opposite the Coal
Harbour today’s members receive instruction in seamanship also in outdoor activities, such as hill walking and camping.

NAVAL HEROS HONOURED AFTER 54 YEAR WAIT

At a ceremony aboard LE NIAMH P-52 in Dublin on
1st Sept. 2016, presentations were made to four
navy men by the Minister of State for Defence Paul
Keoghe TD, in recognition of their bravery in fighting
an engine room fire on the corvette LE CLIONA 03
on 20th May 1962 while on anti-submarine exercises.
Commander Pat O’Mahoney (86), Able Stoker Bill
Mynes (73), Chief Engine Room Artificer Mossie
Egan (84) and to the family of the late Chief Stoker
Gerry Callaghan, all of whom had faced danger and
pain while fighting the fire that broke out, said the
Minister. The fire erupted after a depth charge exploded prematurely on hitting the water.
The blast lifted the ship out of the water. A fuel pipe
fractured in the engine room spraying hot oil which
ignited. Stoker Mynes, then only 19, evacuated two
junior stokers while suffering burns. Lieut O’Mahoney second in command left the bridge and fought
the fire for 40 minutes before bringing it under control, also suffering burns. The ship’s steering gear
was knocked out from the bridge to the rudder. Her
Captain Lieut. Cmdr. Henry established a line of seamen from the bridge along the upper deck down onto
the quarter deck to pass verbal orders to emergency
steering position . By so doing he was able to nurse
his command back into lower Cork Harbour before
dropping anchor in Cobh roads. The rescue centre
dispatched the tug CLONMEL to assist the corvette,
but her Captain brought CLIONA back under her own
power.The tug stood by. A feat that seems to have
been overlooked.
This ceremony took place as a result of representations made to the
Minister for Defence Simon
Coveney in
2015, who
ordered a review.
The reason given
for the long delay
was that the men
had not been
proposed for
recognition
inside the five
year time limit!
Pat Sweeney

LE Cliona 03 Engine Room Fire
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SHACKLETON STATUE UNVEILED IN ATHY

To commemorate the rescue of the crew of the Endurance on the 100th anniversary of the heroic
Antarctic rescue, statue of Ernest Shackleton, by
artist Mark Richards, was unveiled by the Mayor of
Athy, Councillor Ivan Keatley and the Honourable
Alexandra Shackleton, granddaughter of the polar
explorer, accompanied by an Irish Naval Service
Guard of Honour and Colour Party, outside the Athy
Heritage Centre-Museum on the 30th Aug. 2016,.

The Athy Heritage Centre-Museum www.athyheritagecentre-museum.ie located in Athy’s former 18th
Century Market House, houses the only permanent
exhibition anywhere devoted to the Kildare born Irish
Antarctic explorer. Highlights include an impressive
15-foot fully rigged scale model of Shackleton’s ship
Endurance, an original Antarctic sledge, an exhibition
of unique Shackleton family photographs and an
audio-visual display featuring Frank Hurley’s dramatic film footage of the 1914-1916 Endurance expedition. Over the October Bank Holiday weekend
Friday 28th until Monday 31st October, the Museum
will be hosting the Six teenth Annual Ernest Shackle
ton Autumn School www.shackletonmuseum.com
established to
commemorate
the explorer in the
county of his birth
and It provides a
forum for discus
sion and debate
on polar
exploration.
www.antarctic-cir
cle.org has
described the
Shackleton
Autumn School
as the “best polar
gathering in the
world”.
The Mayor of Athy Cllr. Ivan Keatly
and the Hon. Aexandra Shackleton.

A Tale of two lifeboats

The first, the initial SHANNON, class lifeboat to be
stationed in Ireland was officially dedicated at Buncrana Pier, Lough Swilly on 25th June 2016. The 2.4
million Euro vessel which has been in service since
last year has already been on nineteen missions.

New Shannon Class Lifeboat at Logh Swilly

It was named the DEREK BULLVANT by Jimmy
Tyrrell of Arklow an Honorary RNLI Life Governor. It
was an emotional day for him and his family as it was
the end of his 27 year fight to name an RNLI class
after an Irish River.
The new vessel, which has a top speed of 25 knots
was funded by legacies from Mr. Derek Bullivant,
from Birmingham and Mrs. Valerie Walker from
Portsmouth. In the 29 years since the Lough Swilly
station was founded, the lifeboat has been launched
on 741 occasions bringing 568 people ashore and
saving forty-nine lives.

The second RNLB Life Boat in the news is the
HELEN BLAKE, lost one hundred and two years ago
drowning nine of her crew. Stationed at Fethard on
Sea, Co. Wexford she was launched on the 20th
February 1914 to go to the assistance of the Norwegian schooner MEXICO on the last part of a voyage
from South America .She had run aground on the
rocks near the Keeragh Islands off the Wexford
coast. When the alarm was raised the 14 man crew
launched to row three miles to the stricken ship in
very severe weather. After the loss of their nine comrades the surviving five crew and those they had
saved from the MEXICO had to spend three days
and nights on the Keeraghs in atrocious weather
without food and water before they themselves could
be rescued.
On Wednesday 15th June in the Talbot Hotel Wexfod
a reception was held to announce a major project to
build a full size replica of the HELEN BLAKE in the
presence of the Norwegian Deputy Ambassador Mr.
Solve Steinhovden and his wife Sjouke. The large attendance also included the Minister for State Paul
Keogh TD. and the Chairman of Wexford County
Council Cllr. Tony Brennan. The idea of the replica
came from brothers David and Keith Power of
Fethard, descendants of one of those lost. The project has been taken on board by all in the village.
A sum of €20,000 will be needed to purchase the timber. It will take about 18 months to complete. Various
fund raising packages have been put together to
complete the building. For more information go to
www. The Helenblake.com
FIRST CRUISE LINER IN ROSSLARE

The first cruise liner to enter Rosslare harbour
berthed early in the morning of Thursday 14th July
and remained alongside until the evening. About 600
of the 700 passengers aboard disembarked, boarded
coaches and toured the South East coast, visiting
places of interest. The BREAMAR 23,344 gross built
in 1993 with a length of 195 meters is the longest
ship to berth in Rosslare. She arrived from Liverpool
and departed for Falmouth. It is difficult to discover
any historic data of ships visiting the port as no official records exist! Back in 1980 a Yugoslav cargo
passenger ship came into the port.,but so far it has
been impossible to trace arrivals in Rosslare..
Brian Boyce
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Arklow Shipping

The Canadian family owned company McKeil Marine,
of Hamilton, Ontario has snapped up the ARKLOW
WILLOW taking over the ship at Marseille.
Founded in 1966 with an in house built 35 feet long
motorboat the firm has gone from strength to
strength. Traditionally operating tugs barges and
work boats in the Western Great Lakes, St. Lawrence
Seaway and Canadian Maritime Provinces the firm
made their first move into ship ownership in view of
increasing contracts of affreightment in 2015.
Their first purchase was the Italian bulker SPAVALDA
(15,026 dwt and 9286grt built in 2007) from "Setramar" which has been renamed EVANS SPIRIT.
Deciding on a second ship this year they had a deal
concluded with unnamed sellers when a difficulty
arose as the sellers were unable to provide all the
ship's certificates. With the navigation
season opened they quickly moved to acquire another ship. Proud to say that they sourced a ship in 4
weeks and, their term, “Canadianised” her.
The ARKLOW WILLOW arrived at Missisauga on
Lake Ontario in June. She has since been trading
from the Toronto area to some small ports
around the Avalon Peninsula in Newfoundland an
area strongly settled by the Irish. She is to be renamed FLORENCE SPIRIT. She is 14,001 dwt
and 8935grt and was built in 2004.
A series of 10 ships of the V Class is being built by
Ferus Smit in Holland for Arklow Shipping Nederland
BV with Rotterdam registry. As it is 2 years since a
ship was built for the Irish Flag it is pleasing to report
that the ARKLOW CADET, registered in Arklow, was
delivered by the Bodewes Shipyard in July 2016 and
it is hoped that the ten series ship (probably designated C Class) will be Irish. This smart looking ship is
2999grt with a deadweight of 5054 tons and registered owners are Crinnis Shipping Ltd, Arklow.
With the lamentable decision to close and in fill the
big Dublin Graving Dock No.2 which was in constant
use by Arklow Shipping concern was expressed that
all this valuable overhaul and survey work would be
lost to the State. It is the biggest such facility in the
Republic and was opened in 1957 in style by the then
President Sean T O'Kelly as befitted such an iconic
State funded enterprise. Hopefully wiser counsels will
prevail and this valuable maritime facility will be retained on the East Coast in the Country's major port.
Meanwhile it seems that Arklow Shipping are trying
out the smaller facility at Rushbrooke, Cobh, Cork
Harbour. First of their ships to go on the blocks in
July 2016 is ARKLOW ROSE, a Dutch flag unit operated by Arklow Shipping Nederland BV. Hopefully this
will be successful and we will continue to see the ASL
Fleet overhauled in Ireland. Cork, incidentally is a
port where the ships are seen infrequently so perhaps more Cork business will come Arklow's way.
Terry Conlan, August 2016.

The Late Tom Moran.

Tom Moran passed away on 19th April 2016. He
was a valued member of the library team in the
museum for years. Born in Canada in 1930 to an
Irish mother and English father, he fought for many
years to get Irish citizenship. After education at
Clongowes Wood college he became a surveyor in
Dublin Port before going to England to work in the
port of Southampton for Whimpy's for 4 years. He
returned to Dublin and after the family firm
Moracrete Ltd. closed he set up his own tiling
company and laid floors at Dublin Airport. He went
to UCD in the 1980's and took a degree in
Archeology in 1992.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Geraldine his
wife, daughter Liz and Grandsons Daragh and
Willow.
Pat Sweeney.

Tom Moran and Friends Collecting for the Maritime Museum

The Arklow Willow to be renamed FLORENCE SPIRIT.
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THE WANDERER AT KINGSTOWN
By Cormac Lowth

First published in the Dun Laoghaire Borough
Historical Society Journal

The great man-made harbour of Dun Laoghaire, formerly Kingstown, was conceived and built as a harbour of refuge for sailing ships in distress in Dublin
Bay, and although it fulfilled this function reasonably
well for many decades after completion, it quickly became a harbour of general commerce, particularly for
small sailing colliers, many of which indeed did not
reach safety but came to grief as they narrowly
missed the mouth of the harbour and piled up on the
jagged rocks upon which the two great encircling
piers are built. The story of the disaster in which
Captain Boyd of the Guard-ship H.M.S. AJAX and
several seamen were lost as they attempted to effect
a rescue of the crews of two ships, the brigantine INDUSTRY and the brig NEPTUNE, which were being
wrecked in a storm on the outer side of the East Pier
in 1861, On that occasion even the interior of the harbour did not prove to be an effective haven of refuge
and a great many vessels were wrecked within its
confines during the same storm.

Another renowned Dublin Bay shipwreck which gave
rise to a terrible tragedy came about as a result of the
inability of a ship to gain the refuge, so tantalisingly
close, of the inner sanctuary of the Harbour. This was
the Finnish sailing ship PALME on Christmas Eve
1895, which anchored just off the mouth of the harbour in a storm and drifted up into the inner reaches
of Dublin Bay where she went aground. The story of
the subsequent loss of the entire crew of the
Kingstown lifeboat, the CIVIL SERVICE NO. 7, as
they attempted to reach the wreck and the heroic
saving of the crew of the PALME by the Irish Lights
vessel TEARAGHT is well known in Dun Laoghaire
and is commemorated annually by the R.N.L.I..
A ship which struggled into Kingstown Harbour, as it
was known, in October 1891, did so for the purpose
for which the Harbour had been built. She sought
refuge there having been partially dismasted in a
gale and this event has been immortalised in a book
by the British poet laureate John Masefield. This ship
was called the WANDERER.

Kingstown Harbour at the time of the wreck of the Palme

The WANDERER was a magnificent steel fourmasted sailing barque, built and owned by W.H.Potter and Co. of Queen's Dock Liverpool and launched
on Thursday the August 20th. 1891. Her building was
supervised personally by the owner, Mr. Potter, and
he apparently intended to make her the strongest
and most beautiful ship afloat. According to Masefield, many sailors were of the opinion that he had
succeeded in this. She had many unusual features
including having all of the crew's accommodation and
the steering wheel located centrally in the ship. Her
notable sheer forward was complimented by a beautifully carved wooden figurehead of a draped female
form with a hand uplifted over her brow. This had
been modelled by Mrs. Potter, the wife of the owner,
a lady with "A face of singular sweetness".
The finished weight of the WANDERER was 1780
tons and she could carry about 4,500 tons of cargo.
Her dimensions were, length 309 feet, beam 46 feet,
depth 25.8 feet. Her glistening yellow pine decks
contrasted nicely with her black and white top-sides
which had painted black imitation gun-ports in the
fashion of many large British sailing ships of the time.

The “Wanderer, in Kingstown Harbour 1891

The ship was launched by Mrs. Potter and on the
September 14th. she was towed to the west float in
Birkenhead to load steam coal for San Francisco.
Her crew of thirty six men and boys were signed on
by Captain George Currie, a Nova Scotian who had
commanded another of Potter's ships, the WAYFARER, for the past five years.
Throughout the previous week howling gales had
lashed the British Isles relentlessly and it was said
that Mr. Potter had advised Captain Currie to delay
setting out on the ship's maiden voyage, however,
Captain Currie felt, despite the severe westerly winds
which had closed down the Mersey ferries and
caused many shipping casualties around the coast,
that October 17th would be a good day to start as it
was the anniversary of his taking command of the
WAYFARER. The decision to sail, which he had
hoped to be auspicious, would however, prove to be
a fatal one for Captain Currie.
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The Poet Laureate John Masefield was essentially a
sea poet; the sea was what he knew and wrote about
best. Few will not be familiar with what is perhaps
his best known work, SEA FEVER, with the immortal
lines,
I must go down to the sea again, to the lonely sea
and the sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by.

Coming perhaps a close second might be his poem
CARGOES which mentions,

"Dirty British coaster with a salt caked smokestack,
Butting through the Channel in the mad March days".
Masefield had sailed on square-riggers and he wrote
about shipboard life and captured the atmosphere of
the big cargo carrying Cape-Horners in epic Poems
such as DAUBER and THE YARN OF THE LOCH
ACHRAY in an evocative way that has never been
surpassed. He made a special case for the barque
WANDERER by devoting an entire book to the subject in which roughly half of the story is recounted in
prose, the rest in poetry.
Masefield begins his poem of the WANDERER as
she left the Mersey towed by the tug WRESTLER.
Off Holyhead the towrope parted and with great difficulty the vessel was got under sail but as they sailed
down the Irish Sea the full fury of the tempest struck
the ship and blew out most of the sails. As she wallowed out of control much of the upper rigging and
spars collapsed and crashed to the deck. Some of
the wreckage struck Captain Currie on the head and
he was brought below, still alive, and laid on the
cabin table where he died soon after. The ship was
now just off the Codling Bank and after blue lights
were lit and rockets were fired denoting distress, the
ship was taken in tow by the small coasting steamer
MERANNIO and towed to Kingstown. Masefield
writes,

When morning from wind-harried heaven showed
wind-shattered sea,
The steamer drew nearer attempting to take her
in tow,
She hove up to windward and fired her rockets
with lines,
But time after time ere the hawsers were fast to
the tow,
The WANDERERS sheerline bowed into the run of
the sea,
And lipped up the living green water, and rising,
deep filled,
Streamed with bright water and plunged, snapping hawsers like pack thread.
They laboured all morning while slowly the tempest blew by,
At last when the hawser was passed, the MERANNIO moved Westwards, to tow her to Kingstown,
and heavens face altered

And sunlight came squally with showers of violent rain
And blue sky grew brighter and seagulls adventured to sea.
At moonrise the tug FLYING SPEAR helped the
towing up
By moonlight next morning they moored her and
made her secure.

The WANDERER was moored close to the East Pier
in Kingstown for three and a half days and during her
time there she excited a great deal of interest among
the local population, many of whom walked down the
East pier to view the ship. The coroner did not deem
it necessary to hold an inquest on the death of Captain Currie and the body was taken ashore and
buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery in Harold's Cross.
The funeral was attended by the ships officers and
apprentices. All who had served under him agreed
that he was a fine and noble gentleman and a good
seaman. The Captain's grave was marked with a
headstone and the number of the plot has been discovered by the author. Unfortunately when visited by
the Author, this corner of Mount Jerome graveyard
was greatly overgrown with vegetation and it was not
possible to determine exactly where the Captain lies.

There is a fine model of the WANDERER in the
Merseyside Maritime Museum and displayed alongside it are copies of some pages of the personal diary
of 14 years old H. Watson who was an apprentice
deck officer on the ship. He describes the events
leading to the Captain’s death.
We had then some sail spread out, this got torn to
pieces on account of the spars shifting. Nothing
could be done but for hands to go aloft and cut away
the rigging so as to free the ship which at this time
was rolling very heavily indeed. It was near midnight
and the captain was on the poop firing rockets (sic)
as signals of distress. While thus engaged he was
struck by the skysail yard and knocked down on the
deck insensible. The second mate was the first to
see him and he along with the third mate and steward got him into his room.

Model of” WANDERER” in the Merseyside Maritime Museum
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He lay insensible till four o’clock on Monday morning
and then expired. By this time the wind had abated a
little but the sea was still very high. At eight o’clock
a.m. a steamer was sighted and we signalled to her.
She made towards us and by twelve o’clock noon we
got her fastened to, then began towing for Kingstown,
Ireland. We got there by eight o’clock the same
evening and cast anchor in the harbour.
On Friday the 23rd of October the tug WRESTLER
came from Liverpool and once more took the WANDERER in tow. The Irish Sea was not yet finished
with the WANDERER as she went aground by the
stern on the Burford Bank while under tow. The tide
was rising and she soon floated free. She presented
a bedraggled sight as she entered her home port in
contrast to the magnificent ship which had sailed
from there only a short time before. There are several
photographs in existence of the WANDERER moored
in Kingstown Harbour, some showing the damage to
the rigging, and some with the tug WRESTLER
alongside.

Shortly after, the WANDERER rolled over to port and
sank in the River Elbe, where, after some dispersal
with dynamite, she remains to this day. The following
are some of Masefield's final lines on the WANDERER,

Since nothing could save her, men blasted the
wreck from the stream, and left her dead bones in
the quicksand full fathom five down,
She lies there sunken, unminded, sea creatures
encrust her, White shells, such as cover the
SIREN, red frond waving weeds.

Perhaps a more fitting epitaph for the WANDERER
might be the final lines of Masefield's wonderful poem
"Ships" in which he mourns the passing of the tall
ships
They mark our passage as a race of men,
Earth will not see such ships as those again.

Masefield had written another poem about the WANDERER before he wrote the book on the subject,
which contains the following lines,

"So she is putting back again," I said.
"How white with frost her yards are on the fore!"
One of the men about me answer made,
"That is not frost, but all her sails are tore,
"Torn into tatters, youngster, in the gale;
Her best foul-weather suit gone." It was true,
Her masts were white with rags of tattered sail
Many as gannets when the fish are due.
Beauty in desolation was her pride,
Her crowned array a glory that had been;
She faltered tow'rds us like a swan that died,
But although ruined she was still a queen.

The subsequent story of the WANDERER is a long
and eventful one. She had acquired a bad name after
killing her Captain on her maiden voyage and she
seemed determined to live up to it. There were fires,
collisions, groundings, more partial dismastings and
men fell from the rigging on many occasions but she
was probably no more unlucky than any of the big
steel sailing ships of the time which relied on the vagaries of the wind and sheer manpower to get them
about the globe.The end came for the WANDERER
at about 2 a.m. on April 14th. 1907 as she was anchored in the Altenbruch road in the River Elbe awaiting a pilot and tug to take her up to Hamburg to load
coal.
The riding lights of the WANDERER were obscured
by the bright lights of a liner in the background and
the German Twin Screw steamer GERTRUD WOERMAN, which was making about fourteen knots up
river with the flood tide, ploughed into the port bow of
the anchored sailing ship. All hands took to the boats
and were picked up safely by a tug.

Wanderer with a tug along side in Kingstown Harbour

The Author, Cormac Lowth, in his element
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