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L. E. James Joyce
at the Carlisle Pier in
Dun Laoghaire Harbour
The new Offshore Patrol Vessel
L.E. JAMES JOYCE P-62 was
commissioned into the Naval
Service on Tuesday afternoon
1st September alongside the
Carlise pier Dun Laoghaire Co.
Dublin in the presence of An
Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD, the
Minister for Defence Simon
Coveney TD and invited guests.
A Brass band played in honour
of the ship and the distinguished
guests.
It is rumoured that L. E. James
Joyce may follow the L. E.
Naoimh and the L. E. Eithne to
the Mediterranean.
Photo by Eoghan Ganly from the
top of the Dun Laoghaire shop
ping centre car park.
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You will note the new Logo at the
head of this Newsletter.
There was concern that the pre
vious logo did not convey, with
sufficient clarity, the meaning of
the Maritime Institute.
Padraic O'Brolchain and his
daughter Mella developed the
depiction of the St. Brendan skin
boat which it is said was used to
sail to America.
Stephen Hollinshead was asked
to develop this concept so that it
could be used throughout the
publications of the Maritime Insti
tute. We are very grateful to both
Padraic and Mella for the original
concept and to Stephen for its
developement.
1

Presidents Address Autumn 2015
A fortuitous convergence of improvements is con
tributing to a more optimistic scenario as the econ
omy slowly recovers. New signage plus the visually
attractive DLR Lexicon’s cascading water feature
have made the National Maritime Museum of Ire
land increasingly visible to visitors and locals alike.
Adopting a new more representative logo and sub
scribing to a brochure distribution company have
also helped considerably. Shop improvements have
yielded increased sales and the Jules Verne Cafe
has attracted new patrons to the Museum.
The Museum has hosted a display on the Lusitania
disaster and honoured the heroic rescue of Mediter
ranean refugees by the Irish Naval Service which
has earned the respect of the international commu
nity. The patient work of model maker Gintas
Ledeika restoring a sailing vessel, a steam trawler,
a RNLI lifeboat as well as completing running re
pairs to Benny Cullen’s exquisite model of the L.E.
Macha, all of which are safely ensconced in Reggie
Goodbody’s glass cases, serves as a tribute to the
skills of all three craftsmen. Bruce Crawford’s skilful
restoration of the Boyne Currach from woodworm
infested hazel and a stiff leather hide, with a provi
dentially intact seat and paddle is a tribute to his
determination to retain Ireland’s most traditional
form of floating maritime heritage.
Two thirds of the library books are now catalogued
by student Kevin Megannety working with the li
brary volunteers since last April. The second group
of six UCD Library & Information Studies Masters
students completed their digital imaging and
archival cataloguing Capstone Project in August.
The relationship with UCD continues to flourish with
the first ever ‘Women & the Sea Symposium’ being
held in September. The DLR maritime heritage
grant project is yielding fascinating digitisid mate
rial, embedding the Maritime Museum in the local
community whilst simultaneously promoting Ire
land’s rich maritime heritage.
Maintenance and painting continue apace thanks to
the sterling efforts of our Community Employment
staff, who also man the reception desk alongside
volunteers and work behind the scenes in the ad
ministration office. The diverse blend of interests
and skills of our CE staff and volunteers are vital to
the Museum and observing the latter engaging visi
tors and breathing life into stories associated with
our unique artifacts augers well for the future. A
constant priority is seeking means to increase rev
enues to fund the activities of the Maritime Institute.
As well as funds raised through admissions, the
shop and by the indefatigable. Fundraising Com
mittee organising musicals, exhibitions and social

events, a reciprocal wedding arrangement with the
Royal Marine Hotel is now contributing to the bot
tom line.
The Irish National Dragon Class Championships,
the dedication of the Royal Navy Association
Dublin Branch’s new Standard and Donal Murray’s
Chasing Lighthouses art exhibition sponsored by
the Commissioners of Irish Lights are examples of
activities that attract more visitors to the Museum.
Updating the Memorandum and Articles of Associ
ation was deferred on legal advice pending the im
plementation of the new Companies Act in June
2015. The Board made a submission to the Chari
ties Regulatory Authority in July 2015. Contacts
with the DLR Tourism Information Centre and
Failte Ireland are ongoing with Failte Ireland’s Liv
ing Bay Initiative appearing to offer some future
maritime heritage potential.
Representing the Maritime Institute at the Mer
chant Navy Association of Northern Ireland’s An
nual Maritime Service and Act of Remembrance in
Belfast in May 2015 was a singular honour. Board
member Ray Traynor received his well-deserved
Celebration of Volunteering Award from Councillor
Marie Baker, the previous Cathaoirleach, in hon
our of his immense contribution to the DLR com
munity. The Certificate of Appreciation presented
to Board member and Standard Bearer John
Moore in recognition of his long and loyal service
to the Royal Navy Association’s Dublin Branch
must also be acknowledged.
Looking to the future, the appointment of Rear Ad
miral Mark Mellet DSM as Chief of Staff Defence
Forces Ireland and the publication of the White
Paper on Defence 2015 - 2017, raising the
prospect of three new navy ships, heralds a new
era in Irish naval affairs. The award of a €7,500
grant by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
for the 1916 Commemorations, aptly coincides
with the Institute’s seventy-fifth year, during

which Dr. John de Courcy Ireland’s unique
contribution to maritime heritage will be hon
oured in the tenth anniversary year of his
death. Tributes to past struggles and endeav
ours are appropriate as we head inexorably
towards 2016 with optimism and hope for the
future of the Museum and the Maritime Insti
tute of Ireland.
Richard McCormick - President
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Library & Archive News Autumn 2015
The shelves in the Library are now full of an interest
ing and varied collection of maritime books which are
being catalogued with the invaluable assistance of
student Kevin Megannety. Having sorted them into
subjects they are now being individually checked and
relevant details are being recorded on an electronic
database. This process helps to establish any dupli
cation and identify different editions.
The recorded details include Title, Author, Publisher,
Notes and ISBN number where applicable. At this
stage fairly broad subject headings are being used
with relevant notes being added to the database to
facilitate searching for specific items. These subjects
can be further refined into sub-groups when the rela
tive size of the current groupings are established.
While not assigning individual numbers to each
book, the database will record the shelf location.
Almost 3,000 of the estimated 5,000 titles have been
entered with a significant portion of the balance com
prising magazines and directories which will be eas
ier to catalogue. When these are all completed the
Library will be in a better position to provide research
access. However a number of research enquiries
continue to be dealt with, including some from novel
ists, researchers, historians and film teams, ranging
from types of boats used on Rathlin Island to the role
of the Irish Mercantile Marine in the Second World
War and many other topics.
The UCD Library and Information Studies Masters
students have just completed their digital imaging
and archival cataloguing project and the work station
has recently been relocated to an office in the former
boiler room. Work is ongoing on a DLR Maritime
Heritage project seeking memorabilia from local mar
itime families, the fruits of which are now appearing
in the library area in a visual display to attract further
information from the local community. When the li
brary books are finally sorted and catalogued, the
next stage will be to tackle the mammoth task of
sorting and cataloguing the archival material.
Brian Ellis

Museum Report
In our last report we mentioned our plan to com
memorate the sinking of SS Lusitania with a spe
cial graphic display. This was on show for about 8
weeks and looked well. We also displayed two ex
amples of the famous Lusitania medals. Recently
this display which was set up below the altar was
replaced by a similar display showing the recent
work of L.E. Eithne in the Mediterranean. Special
stands built by John Hewett were used and these
are designed so that they can be easily fitted with
new material. In October there will be an anniver
sary of the installation of the Kish lighthouse and
we hope to prepare another temporary exhibition
to highlight this.
Meanwhile we have been given an excellent
model of L.E. Macha which is now on permanent
display. This was built and presented by Benny
Cullen. Our model restorer Gintas (Paul) contin
ues his excellent work. The fully restored steam
trawler is now on display in a new case by Reggie
Goodbody. This has been followed by the restora
tion of a lifeboat model also with a new case. This
model now looks considerably better than it did
when new.

At present we are reassessing our lighting. Dermot Hopkins one of our newer volunteers has
come up with an ingenious solution to operate
lighting with the booms lowered in the South
Transept. This became necessary as the lighting
in this area is not suitable for exhibitions such as
the recent exhibition of paintings of lighthouses.
Finally now that the holiday season is nearing an
end we need to plan changes and improvements
in our displays for next year. We have been prom
ised some interesting new material, some of which
we hope to display, and of course the commemo
ration of 1916 is something we will be working on.
To finish on a lighter note, our resident Pirate has
gone walkabout and has moved from his station
beside Capt.Halpin to a new location on the altar,
which he feels is more photogenic.

Shelves in the Library in the Maritime Museum.

Padraic O’Brolchain
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Heritage Ship La Palma
The Museum had an interesting visit earlier this
year from Jose Higinio Gonzalez Lopez and Jose
Carlos Alvarez Abraham of the Marine Rescue
Co-ordination Centre, Tenerife in the Canary Is
lands. Both of these gentlemen are involved in a
project to restore a historic 1912 passenger ship.
The ship is the La Palma built by W. Harkess &
Son Ltd, Middlesborough for services within the
Canary Islands. It is a rare example of a vessel of
its time with a riveted steel hull and triple expan
sion steam engine. There was some confusion
about its original name and they were able to es
tablish from the Library’s Lloyds Registers that its
original name had indeed been La Palma.
La Palma operated on passenger/cargo services
in the Canary Islands for over 60 years “covering
maritime and postal communications between the
ports and wharfs of the islands” and at one stage
was used as a “school for the students of the Nau
tical College of the Canary Islands”. The ship was
withdrawn and sold into private ownership in
1976. It had operated with Cia de Vapores
Correos Interinsulares Canarios, Las Palmas (part
of the Elder Dempster Group) and later with Cia
Trasmediterranea, Santa Cruz.
The ship itself is 210 ft. long with a 30 ft. beam
and a Gross Tonnage of 871 tons. It has a 3 cylin
der Engine manufactured by MacColl & Pollock,
Sunderland. The ship has been restored to its
original condition as far as possible and preserved
with a view, possibly, to making it seaworthy. It is
now berthed at the North Pier in Santa Cruz de
Tenerife. The restoration of the ship is being or
ganised by Fundacion Correillo La Palma (The La
Palma Coaster Foundation) to whom we are
grateful for the photograph and information in
cluded in this article.
Brian Ellis

“La Palma” lying at the North Pier,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife

Presentation of Old Standard to the Museum
On Saturday 18th July 2015 a unique event took
place in the National Maritime Museum of Ireland
in Dun Laoghaire when an old standard was
placed into the care of the Maritime Institute of Ire
land by the Dublin Branch of the Royal Naval As
sociation before an attendance of 100 invited
guests led by Councillor Barry Saul, Cathaoirleach
of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council in
cluding office holders of the Royal British Legion
and Commander John Grey, Royal Navy SNO NI.
The guests were welcomed by the President of
the Maritime Institute Richard McCormick.
The event opened with the parade of standards of
the Belfast and Dublin RNA branches, and associ
ations from Irish Guards, RAF, Royal Irish
Fusiliers and the French Foreign Legion formed
by serving and retired soldiers of that famous
French regiment comprising men from all over Eu
rope and beyond. The standards were laid beside
the Baily Optic. The old standard was carried on a
cushion by the Chairman followed by the new
furled standard carried at the slope. The old stan
dard was then handed over to Richard McCormick
for safe keeping.
The new Dublin standard was then handed to the
two chaplains Rev. Andrew Wardlow and Rev. Fr.
Aidan Carroll CC. who unfurled and blessed the
flag and laid it on the altar, where it was dedi
cated. After the Last Post and Reveille and further
prayers and hymns the ceremony concluded with
the playing of the Soldiers Song. The standards
were then marched off. The final act of the day
was a surprise presentation to Shipmate and Insti
tute member, John Moore, for his work as the
Dublin Branch Standard bearer over many years.
Pat Sweeney
Historic Dublin Port Diving Bell opened
The Minister for Transport Pascal Donohoe TD
opened the refurbished historic diving bell on Sir
John Rogerson's Quay on Tuesday 17th July. The
metal structure was raised two metres to create
an interpretive space where visitors can view in
detail its history of use over 87 years in the con
struction of the modern port of Dublin. This impor
tant artefact of irish engineering , designed by
Bindon Blood Stoney (1828-1907) the port engi
neer built by Grendon & Coy. Drogheda in 1868
and put into use in 1871 remained in use until
1958.
The iron chamber open at the bottom was lowered
from a barge onto the sea bed where a six man
crew worked clearing the river bed in preparation
for the large concrete caissons to be lowered to
form the quay walls. The workers entered via an
airlock and climbed down the 13 meter metal fun
nel. Compressed air pumped from the lifting barge
kept the sea out. The dug out material was loaded
into trays and brought to the surface when the div
ing bell was raised. Pat Sweeney
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THE BOYNE CURRAGH
The Boyne or Irish River Curragh is the Irish
equivalent of the coracles of England, Scotland
and Wales and is believed to have been in use, in
more or less the same form, from Neolithic times
until well into the twentieth century. The name of
Boyne curragh has come about as the River
Boyne was the last place where the craft were
built and used before they became extinct in the
late 1930s. The last “commercial” builder, Michael
O'Brien, died in 1934 and, with him, the skill of
curragh building.
The Boyne curragh is made of a frame of cop
piced hazel covered with a single cowhide - the
size is about 5 feet long by 3ft 9ins wide but this is
dictated by the size of the hide. These boats al
ways used just one hide as making watertight
joints in the material is very difficult and a larger
boat is not necessary on lakes and rivers. A seat
made from a simple plank of wood was usually,
but not always, fitted: the alternative was a pad of
straw in the bottom of the boat to make kneeling a
bit more comfortable. Propulsion was with a sin
gle paddle some 4 feet in length. Unlike most of
the coracles from the other side of the Irish Sea,
the Boyne curragh is built upside down outdoors
on a flat area of grass.
My first involvement with coracles and curraghs
was in the mid-1990s. To say I fell into them side
ways would give the wrong impression: it was the
need for a small portable boat to give access to
two crannogs (artificial islands) which had been
built in the restored mill pond in Crawfordsburn,
Co. Down, that started it all. My wife, Heather
(who incidentally was the brains behind the pond
restoration) saw an advertisement for a coracle
building course in Ironbridge in Shropshire and in
June 1996 I set off for England. The Ironbridge
coracle is framed with ash laths and covered in
calico, waterproofed with bitumen paint, and was
ideally suited for reaching the crannogs. It would
be nice to have one each, we thought, but sourc
ing ash laths was a problem.
I thought there must be an Irish version using local
materials and that was when my research started.
I was given photocopies of a dozen photographs
taken by a journalist from the Illustrated London
News of Michael O'Brien at work in 1932, which
provided an outline of how the curragh was built.
A visit to a museum store in Co. Offaly to see an
actual example of the craft yielded further details
and then it was time to cut some hazel and have a
go myself. The first two attempts had to be
scrapped but the third frame was sufficiently rigid
to be worth covering (with canvas) and my Boyne
curragh was duly launched in the mill pond.

Stepping into it for the first time, I didn't know
what would happen, but it stayed afloat, right way
up and felt stable in the water.
I have continued building curraghs, refining my
technique but not deviating from the original prin
ciples.
I now have a reliable source of cow hides which
allows me to use this traditional covering and I
recommend this to participants on my annual
courses.
The Boyne curragh is alive and well again - long
may it continue to be seen on our lakes and
rivers.

Boyne Currach before restoration

Bruce Crawford afloat in the restored
Boyne Currach
Roger Kirker
and
Bruce Crawford
in the
Maritime Museum
with the
restored
Boyne Currach
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George the 3rd Earl of Granard
Dr, John De Courcy Ireland in his book “Ireland
and the Irish in maritime history” has noted the
service of Irishmen in the Royal Navy. They have
served in every specialisation and in every rank,
from boy entrant to admiral. George Forbes of
Longford entered the service in 1702, and retired
forty years later in 1742, holding the rank of a
vice-admiral of the blue. Then he took an active
part both in Irish political and commercial life, and
in managing his estates mainly in Longford and
Westmeath. George died in 1765, having nearly
achieved his eightieth birthday.
The career of an eighteenth century naval officer
fell into a reasonably predictable pattern. He en
tered the service at the age of thirteen, and if he
was promoted to post-captain, he could finish up
as admiral of the fleet. However, to attain this, he
hoped that he stayed alive, and those ahead of
him on the navy list, conveniently got killed in bat
tle, or died of natural causes. The naval career of
George Forbes certainly did not conform to the
above stereotype.
He entered the navy late at the age of seventeen,
while enjoying the backing of the powerful
Churchill family, where his mother had influence.
Consequently, he was assigned to large vessels
operating in a war-zone, where enthusiasm and
competence normally resulted in rapid promotion.
His naval service up to 1713 mainly kept him in
the Western Mediterranean. This was a vital oper
ational area for the Royal Navy during the war of
the Spanish Succession. Secure bases were es
sential for success, and George was involved in
the capture of Gibraltar and Port Mahon in Mi
norca in 1704 and 1708 respectively. He also
fought with the British and Austrian armies in east
ern Spain, and gained the confidence and friend
ship of the claimant Charles 3rd of Spain, the
future Charles 6th emperor of Austria.
George married Mary Steward in 1709, and they
had three children, two boys and one girl. George
was destined to follow a naval career but the
death of his elder brother in 1704, created a set of
different circumstances. He was now the heir ap
parent to the Forbes estates and the Granard title.
This situation was fraught with difficulty as the es
tate was impoverished, and George in 1717/1718
was based in Minorca, totally involved in the ad
ministration of the island and not readily available
in Ireland. Yet he managed both situations with
great competence and in 1719 was able to go to
Austria to advise Charles 6th on the development
of an Austrian navy.
He was not successful in this task, and vested in
terests in the Austrian government thwarted his
work. Yet in 1733-1734 he was a very effective
commercial legate to Russia, dealing on behalf of
the British government with the Russian adminis
tration.

All during this period he held sea-going com
mands in the navy and developed his estates in
Ireland. George resigned from the Royal Navy in
late 1742 at the age of 57. Shortly afterwards, he
quitted active political involvement in England,
where at different times he had been an M.P. for
constituencies in Kent and in Scotland.
For the rest of his long life he was mainly involved
in Ireland. At his death in 1765 his estates were
solvent. He had an involvement in the Privy Coun
cil and also with the House of Lords both in
Dublin. He had an active interest in promoting the
linen trade and in the area of currency reform and
exchange in his native county. A remarkable, in
deed a renaissance man, his life and achieve
ments deserve to be better known.
Joe Varley

The attack on Gibraltar

James Joseph Magennis VC (spelling originally
McGinnes) (27 October 1919 - 12 February
1986) was a Belfast-born recipient of the Victoria
Cross, the highest and most prestigious award for
gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be
awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. He
was the only native of Northern Ireland to receive
the Victoria Cross for Second World War service.Magennis was part of several operations in
volving X-Craft midget submarines in attacks on
Axis ships. In July 1945 Magennis was serving on
HMS XE3 during Operation Struggle. During an
attack on the Japanese cruiser Takao in Singa
pore, Magennis showed extraordinary valour and
bravery by leaving the submarine for a second
time in order to free some explosive charges that
had got caught. His commanding officer Lieu
tenant Ian Fraser was also awarded the Victoria
Cross for his actions on 31 July 1945 during the
Operation. In later life he fell foul of the religious
divisions in the North at that time. It was proposed
that he be given the freedom of Belfast but it is
said that there was deciding opinion that a work
ing class Catholic should not receive such an hon
our!
See photo of Monument in Belfast on page 12.
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Building L.E. MACHA.
During 2015, the Maritime Institute acquired a
1:48 scale model of the first flagship of the Irish
Naval Service. The original vessel was commis
sioned in November 1946, the first of three Flower
class corvettes acquired from Britain.
As she was the first flagship of the Irish Naval
Service, it seems appropriate that there should be
a reminder of the service she gave during the
twentieth century.
While there are many corvette models around, it is
probably the only one at the 1:48 scale ( % “ to the
ft), which also incorporates a number of modifica
tions made to the ship by the Naval Dockyard at
Haulbowline.
The length of the full-size corvette being 205 ft.,
the scale length of the model works out at just
over 51 inches. The lines for the hull were scaled
up from a 1:96 commercially available drawing for
Royal Navy corvettes. A large selection of photo
graphs also provided much information.
In building the model, some major changes
needed to be included which reflected work done
during refits at Haulbowline Dockyard . These
changes constituted a major alteration to the basic
corvette configuration. An extension of the main
deck over part of the well-decks provided, a state
cabin for the Commanding Officer Naval Service.
On the port side the space was used for a new
Stoker’s Mess. Originally she had a wooden mast,
stepped forward of the bridge replaced by a steel
lattice mast abaft the bridge, which was also re
constructed. Some years later, the Hedgehog Anti
Submarine System was removed. from it’s
position on the starboard side of the main deck,
just forward of the bridge
With the specifications for the model set out to in
clude the changes detailed above, construction
commenced. The model was built by the plank-onframe method which is necessary to produce the
curved areas, particularly round the after part of
the hull. The planks were cut from 2mm oak ve
neer, and fixed to the birch frames with brass nails
and glued with epoxy resin. The inside surface
was given a thin coat of glass reinforced polyester
resin.
As the corvettes were built from steel plates over
lapping at the edges and riveted together, it was
decided to simulate this appearance, by gluing
y2mm mahogany veneer “plates”.
The construction of most of the deck equipment
was fairly straightforward, with the dimensions
scaled from the drawings. The photographs were
most useful also. With the exception of the cast
brass screw propeller, all parts were made from
bits and pieces of materials which came to hand.
Handrail stanchions were turned from brazing
rods on the lathe, as were also other items like
bronze port-holes and Perspex inserts for same.
The ventilators were

made from copper sheet and pipe suitably bent
and soft-soldered together.
The lattice mast was made from brass angle
pieces butt-jointed together and soft-soldered. Be
cause of the very small areas of soldered joint the
mast was inherently very delicate, and was in
clined to fall apart at the slightest provocation. In
the end, it was got to hang together and has
lasted at this time for more than a quarter of a
century.
Most of the deckhouses and similar items were
made from one sixteenth and one thirty-second
plywood.
It was decided that it would be interesting to incor
porate a steam propulsion system to see how she
would perform in the water.
At first a 4” diameter fire-tube boiler was built and
fitted in the hull to see how she would float. When
tried in the bath she promptly capsized. So back
to the drawing board and a few days later we tried
again, with a 3” diameter boiler, then she passed
with flying colours. The boiler was tested to
200lbf/sq.in. with the working pressure to be set at
80lbf/sq.in.
A Stuart double-acting twin-cylinder engine was
built and connected to the radio-control system
which operated the Stephenson’s link motion to
allow for ahead and astern operation, and also to
regulate the engine speed. The engine also drove
a boiler water feed pump which replenished the
supply of water to the boiler..
It had been intended that the boiler would be fired
using a camping-gas type of fuel cylinder, but the
space available below deck was insufficient a 2 V
“ copper gas cylinder was constructed complete
with it’s own filling mechanism and this worked
fine, provided that sufficient time was allowed to
fill it overnight from an inverted Kosangas gas
cylinder
On the water the model looked well and ran at a
realistic scale speed. She is now about twentyseven years old, but most of that time has been in
a glass case. Benny Cullen.

Model of L.E. Macha
Afloat in Herbert Park Pond
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Report on CE Staff and works carried out in
the National Maritime Museum.
In the year since I started as Community Employ
ment Scheme Supervisor a lot of things have hap
pened here in the Museum.
The works in the Library area have been com
pleted and great thanks goes to John Hewett and
Peter O’ Dowd for the work that they did to get this
job done. The General Office has had a facelift
and is currently staffed by Olivia Ward, Katarzyna
Matuszak and Margaret Madigan.
One of the first projects the Maintenance Crew set
about doing was getting the Vault Storage area
painted and shelved after the fireproofing job had
been completed. Damien “Stan” Kelly, David
Chambers and Noel Fennell started the painting
and were quickly followed by Tommy Moore. This
then lead to the building of the shelving by Stan
and Tommy and then with the assistance of Roger
Kirker, Padraig O’ Brolchain, Eoghan Ganly and
Seamus O’ Connor the shelves were soon filled
with items currently not on display.
Once Vault A was full we moved on to Vault B and
again painting and shelving was carried out. This
area is also housing some of our books that are
not on display and again the lads were assisted by
Richard Mc Cormick, Brian Ellis, Joe Varley and
Brian Montgomery in getting these books on to the
shelves.
We are currently cleaning out Vault C & D and get
ting the floors painted to reduce dust levels in the
Museum.The area and room leading to the boiler
house was also painted by Tommy and Anthony
when it was empty and now serves as the staff &
volunteer canteen area.
Noel took on the painting of the stairs and walls
leading from the rear of the Coffee Shop to the
Gallery and then both Noel and Anthony painted
the stairs and the area outside the General Office.

Tommy and Ian have kept on top of the general
maintenance of the building. Noel & Anthony have
painted items ranging from the Altar area to the
display boards, Stan, Tommy and Ian have kept
on top of the general maintenance of the building.
Olivia, Katarzyna and Margaret have assisted me
in getting the office working. We recently took de
livery of a copier/scanner/printer and had a small
office network installed enabling file sharing be
tween all computers which was not previously
available. Niall, Derek, Leo, Ledger and Sean are
the face of the Museum as they are some of the
first people that our visitors meet on arrival.
During the year we said goodbye to some staff,
my predecessor Linda Carroll, Paul Heffernan,
Ann Marie Austin, Bianca Drumm, Robert Cole,
David Chambers, Michael Crimmins, Dermot
Lynch, Mary Reilly, Elizabeth Keely and Mary
Kelly. We wish them all well in their future and
thank them for their contribution to the Museum.
We also welcomed to the staff Derek White, Olivia
Ward, Katarzyna Matuszak, Margaret Madigan,
Tommy Moore, Anthony Alexander, Ian Mc Cann,
Claire Mullen, Leo Fitzpatrick, Ledger Anderson
and Sean Cooke.
The scheme was successfully renewed for a three
year contract last April and the staff have under
gone training in Child Welfare and Protection, Fire
Warden, First Aid and Manual Handling. There will
be a presentation of Certificates on Wednesday
16th September in the Museum.
The new improved Reception area is now staffed
by Niall Scanlon, Derek White, Leo Fitzpatrick,
Ledger Anderson and Sean Cooke. We also have
cleaned up the area at the side of the general of
fice and now have a private meeting room and
also a small store room that houses our flatbed
document scanner. These rooms have all been
constructed by the maintenance staff. John and
Peter have made numerous bases for our many
models. We have been very busy with Weddings,
Book Launches and Lectures and the staff has
also helped out with these events. Looking for
ward to 2016 we already have eight Weddings
booked. Declan Traynor

The next major job that was undertaken was the
revamp of the Gift Shop. John Hewett and Peter
O’ Dowd took on the building project which con
sisted of a new press being constructed under the
window and then some slat board being placed on
top of this. Noel, Stan and Anthony did the paint
ing of the shop and reception area whilst the build
ing work was being carried out all under the
careful eye of Padriac O’ Brolchain. .
8

J.J.Carroll first curator of the Maritime Mu
seum.
As a youngster our family had as neighbours the
Carroll family, whose children were slightly older
than us, their dad who insisted we call him Jim,
was a remarkable man. By day he was a bank
manager, but in his spare time he was an expert
model maker. Every spare moment he retired to
his garage which was fitted out with a complete
set of metal working tools, and a lathe which was
to my eyes the most magical machine I had ever
seen. If I promised to behave I was allowed to
watch him at work. With infinite patience he ex
plained to a 10-12 year old exactly what he was
doing.
He built model ships of many types, usually from
scale drawings of the real thing. He built steam lo
comotives, and once a model of a biplane which
he told me he had flown in the first world war. I
was sceptical at the time as he did not look at all
like Biggles one of my fictional heroes at the time.
Later I learned that it was really true. Having
started work in the Bank of Ireland, he volun
teered to join the Royal Flying Corps, and was
shot down twice over France, fortunately surviving
and landing on the right side of the lines both
times.

I particularly remember the trawler being built. It is
battery powered and the start switch is ingeniously
disguised as a deck fitting. All the detailed brasswork was turned on his own lathe.
Alice his daughter recounted with glee, his acquir
ing some dolls hair from the Dolls Hospital in Mary
St. Dublin, for use to represent smoke from the
funnel of the Sirius model. Next time you look at
that model check it out.
At his death in 1972 Dr. John DeCourcy Ireland
wrote a very thoughtful appreciation of his work
with the Museum. I am indebted to his two surviv
ing children Alice and Brendan who helped me
with material for this brief article about a man who
may well have influenced my career first as an en
gineer and secondly in my decision to become in
volved in the museum after my retirement.
Padraic O Brolchain

At week-ends he was to be seen in Herbert Park,
either displaying his boats, which actually worked
and motored or sailed happily across the pond, or
else giving children rides on a steam train he built
as a member of the Dublin Society of Model and
Experimental Engineers.
He became a Council member of the Maritime In
stitute and was the first curator of our museum,
before it found a home in the Mariners Church.
We are indebted to him for presenting many of his
boat models to the museum. It is quite a list, the
most notable being the model of a sailing lifeboat,
the steamer Sirius, the Kerlogue, and the steam
trawler which has recently been restored.

Model Steam Trawler “Dawn” built by J.J. Carroll
on the pond in Herbert Park,
now on display in the Museum.

J. J. Carroll

Ray Traynor, a greatly valued member of the Mar
itime Institute, receives his “Celebration of Volun
teering Award” from Cathaoirleach of DLR County
Council, Councillor Marie Baker.
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MEDITERRANEAN MERCY MISSION
On the morning of Saturday 16th May 2015 the
flagship of the Naval Service LE EITHNE P-31
with Commander Pearse O'Donnell as Captain left
Haulbowline Naval Base in lower Cork Harbour
bound for the Mediterranean Sea for the first over
seas deployment of an Irish naval vessel. An
Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD and the Minister for
Defence Simon Coveney TD, came aboard to
meet crew members and wish them God Speed
on their mission.

The minister for Defence Simon Coveney TD was
accompanied by the Minister for Justice Frances
Fitzgerald TD and the Minister of State for Devel
opment Sean Sherlock TD. Minister Coveney paid
tribute to the Captain officers and members of the
ship's company for the sterling work they had
done in rescuing almost 3,400 migrants in the pre
vious six weeks During the day the Maltese Minis
ter for Home Affairs came aboard for talks with Mr.
Coveney. Mr. Coveney also revealed that when
the EITHNE returns to Ireland at the end of July,
she will be replaced by LE NIAMH P-52 until late
September.
Pat Sweeney. National Maritime Museum,

L. E. Eithnen P 31 bound for the Mediterranean
on a Mercy Mission

The decision to send a naval vessel arose follow
ing an extraordinary EU Council meeting on 23rd
April called to discuss the refugee crisis in the
Mediterranean Sea at that meeting An Taoiseach
Enda Kenny TD said Ireland was prepared to allo
cate a fully crewed ship to assist once legal clarifi
cations were received. The Cabinet meeting on
12th May agreed to dispatch an Irish naval vessel
with a complement of approx 65 hands.
On the 28th May the LE EITHNE carried out her
first rescue when tasked by the Italian Coast
Guard to proceed to a position 60km off The coast
of Libya where five small craft were in distress, the
Irish ship attended two, with the others being
helped by other warships in the area. From the
first craft eighty were rescued while a further one
hundred and thirteen persons were taken from the
second boat. All of these migrants were trans
shipped to the British Navy landing ship HMS
BULWARK.
While completing the transfer of the migrants LE
EITHNE received instructions from the Italian au
thorities of another distress position 45 km North
East of the Libyan coast where at 04.00 hours on
the 29th June she found a barge packed with 300
migrants who were taken aboard and later landed
in Italy.
On Monday July 6th LE EITHNE berthed in the
Grand Harbour in Malta, once a famous British
Navy Base for over one hundred and fifty year be
cause of its position in the central Mediterranean,
which came under sustained German and Italian
air attacks during World War 2. The following day
Tuesday 7th a government and press party flew to
the island to welcome the ship.

A dramatic rescue

A face of tragedy

... and so to Calais
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Ronnie O'Callaghan

When I joined the Committee of the Maritime Mu
seum in 2004, I was first introduced to Ronnie O'
Callaghan. Ronnie was a close friend of Philip Smyly
our museum curator and Chairman. During his term
of office as Treasurer of the Museum Committee he
managed our financial affairs with precision. At that
time the Museum Committee was in control of its
own funds and the Institute had a separate account
and relied heavily on income from the museum so
that Ronnie's work as Treasurer was quite onerous.
They were different times, the museum was run to
tally with volunteer staff and opened for limited
hours, everything was done by volunteers. I was
most impressed by the dedication of everybody and
Ronnie was outstanding. He had one mantra and
that was that we needed a professional manager
and until then we were going nowhere. He looked
after Philip who by that time was nearing ninety and
while fit and alert, but fairly deaf, frequently scared
us by climbing all over the place in pursuit of arti
facts or attempting minor repairs on the building. We
frequently had to beg Ronnie to reason with him and
act as chauffeur.
After Philip's death Ronnie soon decided that it was
time for him also to move on and enjoy his sailing,
and his family. Shortly before his death in August, I
met Ronnie at a function in the museum and alert as
ever, he quizzed me in detail about affairs. He was
well pleased with what we had done with the ex
hibits. Would that we had more like him.
May he rest in peace.
Padraic O Brolchain .
Dun Laoghaire Christmas Festival Market 2015
The Maritime Museum will participate in the Dun
Laoghaire Christmas Festival Market from 21st No
vember to 23rd December 2015 during which 3,000
visitors will attend a maritime themed Christmas
Experience for Children in the Museum. Setup will
commence Monday 16th November and the Mu
seum will re-open after Christmas. Festival details
on www.dunlaoghaire.ie/ChristmasFestival and
www.mariner.ie

Autumn Events at the Museum.
12th to 27th September Opening 12th September 4 - 6 pm
Glas Journal Exhibition - Deep mapping of
Dun Laoghaire Harbour by Silvia Loeffler.
An intriguing project mapping and illustrat
ing the environs of our beautiful granite har
bour
17th Sept. - Thurs. 8.00 pm. Doors open 7.30
pm
Jazz Night:
Edel Meade (Vocals) Hugh Buckley (Jazz
Guitar).
Tickets €12.00 to include a glass of wine.
Friday 25th and Saturday 26th September.
Symposium Women and the Sea.
Free lecture Friday night.
All day Symposium with UCD.
€15 Book Early.
1st October Lecture by Tim Pat Coogan.
“The betrayal o f the ideals of 1916”
Tickets €10 may be booked in advance
Doors open 7.30 pm Lecture 8.00 pm
Thursday 29th October - to Sunday 22nd
November.
Exhibition to commemorate the 50th An
niversary of the Commissioning of the Kish
Lighthouse.
12th Nov. Lecture - Eoghan Lehane & Brian
Kelly
Doors Open 7.30 pm.
Lecture begins 8.00 pm. Tickets €10.00
19th Nov. - Table Quiz in the Eblana Club.
plus Wine Tasting for Christmas.
Door open 7.30 pm Quiz 8.30 pm.
December 3rd Thursday, 7.30 pm
Peter Caviston and Robert Mitchell The Alternative Christmas Dinner. Demos,
tastings, craic. Tickets €10. Not affected by
Christmas Festival
All tickets may be booked in advance at:
01 2800969 or administration@mariners.ie

The largest ship to use the port of Greenore since the Louth port was bought by the RA Burke shipping group last
year, arrived on 10th June 2015. She was the SMART TINA, 39,000 tons DW on her maiden voyage from China via
Newport in Wales with a part cargo of construction steel. Since the Burke group take over, 7,000 tonnes has been
dredged from the rocky bottom of the harbour to allow larger ships to berth alongside the quay. Pat Sweeney.
Photo by Niall McCarthy of R. A. Burke Shipping
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One of a number of banners created by
Stephen Hollinshead.

Memorial to
Leading Seaman James J. Magennis VC Belfast
See page 6 for short article

A wedding at the Maritime Museum
Catherine O’Caolai and James Comiskey

