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Killybegs Built MFV Amethyst
Built by Mooney Boats Ltd. in Killybegs Co. Donegal for Scottish Skipper Ralston Johnston, the recently launched 20.5 metre long twin rig trawler MFV
Amethyst performed extremely well during her maiden trip in very poor weather. Her wheelhouse and 8-man crew quarters are finished with custom made
furniture and fittings and she is equipped with the very latest in modern electronics, fish catching and handling technology. In keeping with tradition, her
first box of fish landed in her home port of Fraserburgh raised £1,120 for
charity. (Alan Hennigan Photography)
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Chairman's Address
By Conor Doyle
Dear Member,
At the start of 2020 there
were some great plans being formulated for the museum. We had identified
some artefacts that could do
with some special attention
and we were in the process
of applying for grants to fund these projects.
We have devised a fantastic STEM programme that we
believe will be very attractive to primary and secondary
schools and we were in the throes of finalising this application when we closed the museum on March 12th,
2020. Between that date and the end of the year, we
were 'shuttered' for a total of 201 days. We closed, reopened, closed again, re-opened and closed again on the
23rd of December - and have been closed since.
This period has been disruptive, not only for potential
visitors to the museum but for our CE staff and volunteers alike who play an integral part in the running of the
museum daily. Another unfortunate consequence of the
closure was that we have to cancel several weddings during 2020 and we'd hope to see a few of them back when
we reopen.

The closures have made us focus on the 'virtual' museum
and to see what we can do, in the absence of visitors, to
promote the museum online. How can we increase our
virtual footprint to bring the museum to a much wider
audience?
One of the initiatives developed is a monthly series of
lectures on a variety of topics all tied to a maritime
theme. They have been extremely well received and, in
many cases, we will have more people attend online
than we could have physically catered for in the museum. We will learn from these experiences and perhaps in
future, the museum will be able to offer a blend of
online
and
offline
experiences.
Sometimes these shared experiences bring out the best
in people, and the museum is a beneficiary of one of
these kindnesses. Over Christmas, we received an anonymous donation through the post and out of the blue. On
behalf of the Trustees and the museum as a whole, I'd
like to thank that person for their incredible generosity.

As soon as we have a clearer picture of our roadmap for
2021, we will be in touch and until then keep safe and
stay well.

Editorial
By Joe Varley
March 2021.
It is good to be back with the normal twelve page newsletter. It is the hope to have two more newsletters in
2021. Hopefully there will be one in mid-summer and,
the third one in the pre –Christmas period.
There is plenty of variety in this edition. I would like to
thank Conor Doyle, Christine Heath, Derek Harrington,
Esther Kane, Michael Kennedy and Richard McCormick
for excellent contributions.
We are doing a ‘memory lane’ feature, and are starting
with the editorial written by our joint-editor Pat
Sweeney for issue number one of this newsletter which
came out in November 1978.
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We have reports from Roger Kirker, Brian Ellis and
Jacqueline Mc Stay on various institute business. Even in
these daft times, the work goes on. A big well done to
Jacqueline she has presented great talks which have
attracted large audiences on the Zoom.
The same Zoom was pivotal in getting this newsletter
produced. Shauna Mulvany, Esther Kane, Declan Traynor, Pat Sweeney and Joe Varley hope that you enjoy
reading it. We are always looking for articles and features. This is an open invitation to contributors.
A particular word of thanks goes to Shauna Mulvany for
the design and layout of the newsletter.

Stay Safe. Pat Sweeney and Joe Varley

The Maritime River Shannon
By Christine Heath
With Loop Head to port and Kerry Head to starboard you
enter the Shannon Estuary. Sailing with a favourable tide
you follow the navigation channel; then turn to port and
be guided by the transit marks to take you inshore at
Corlis Point. Follow the Kilrush Channel between Scattery
Island and the shore. The Channel takes you to the lock
gates of Kilrush Creek.
The lagoon formed by the Creek and Lock is home to
Kilrush Creek Marina and Boatyard. It is here that the
Dublin Bay 21s are being rebuilt by Steve Morris and his
team. They have also built the ‘Sally O’Keeffe’, a traditional craft known as a Shannon Hooker, currently used
for sail training. Their current project – the building of a
Gleoiteog, is due for launching with the second ‘21’ in
March of this year. The Boatyard team also provide a
maintenance & repair service. Kilrush was a tidal harbour
before the Lock was built in 1990 by Shannon Development.
In the early 1900's this was a very busy port, where merchant navy sailors plied their trade between Kilrush and
Limerick. Turf boats carried their cargo from Poolanishery Bay (just west of Kilrush) to the various quays around
the Estuary, and up to Limerick. Cargos, such as limestone from Askeaton were carried on the return trip. The
Great Southern Railway served Kilrush and Cappa; the
turntable is located at Cappa pier. The Railway brought
goods all over the county with connectivity to the national railways at Ennis, and was immortalised by Percy
French in the song ' Are you right there Michael'.
The Royal Western Yacht Club of Ireland was established
in Kilrush in 1827. Regattas were held in each of the
small ports along the Estuary. The types of vessels that
raced included trading brigs, cutters, turf boats, hookers,

The Sally O’ Keeffe—A Shannon hooker built in Kilrush
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gleoiteogs, canoes, currachs and gondolas. The Club is
active in Kilrush today, running dinghy and cruiser racing
events.
Located about a mile off Kilrush is Scattery Island, home
to a monastic settlement founded in the early 6th century by St. Senan. Here you’ll find the ruins of six churches
and one of the highest Round Towers in Ireland. Scattery
has had many invasions down through the centuries: the
Vikings invaded during the early 9th century, but Brian
Boru later recaptured the island.
In 1588 seven Armada ships sailed into the Estuary and
anchored at Scattery. Battered and wounded, the Spaniards sought to repair and re-provision their vessels, but
were not greeted with open arms.
From the 15th century until it was finally abandoned in
1978, the same nine families lived on Scattery. Their lives
always centred around the river; they traditionally provided river pilots who guided ships and boats on their
journey up the Shannon to Limerick. The Island is almost
unique in Ireland as one of the few places where the
population actually increased during the years of the
famine, rising to a high of 141 people by 1881.
Cappa Pier, about half a mile from Kilrush town centre,
was one of the most important factors in the development of Kilrush. The oldest section near the shore was
built in 1764. River Pilots, originally based on Scattery
Island, have been based here since 1953. Today the pier
is still used very occasionally by ships bringing timber to
the local mill. This is the location of the only Blue Flag
swimming area of the Estuary.
Kilrush and the Shannon Estuary wonderfully reflect an
evolving Maritime Ireland.

The Naneen—A Dublin Bay 21 rebuilt in Kilrush

A Trip Down Memory Lane
By Pat Sweeney Editor in 1978, Joint Editor in 2021
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Museum Report
By Roger Kirker
The museum remains closed to the public due to level 5
restrictions, and probably will not re-open until restrictions are lowered to Level 2.
Meanwhile other work progresses via the inevitable
Zoom conversations. These types of meetings (the new
norm?) are helpful but don’t completely fill the bill for
constructive discussion and progress.
The policies for the Museum Standards Program of Ireland are getting written up and scrutinised, and will need
to be signed off by the Board, in order to upgrade how
the museum is managed and the artefacts protected.
This will involve the cooperation of all volunteers and
members of the CE scheme.
Several volunteers have attended educational and informational webinars run by the Heritage Council, to provide instruction on the MSPI and museum management
and maintenance. Good contacts can be made and further information is offered which we have availed of, for
example, in the purchase of Lux light level monitoring

equipment, and Relative Humidity and Environment
measurement and control. This has necessitated continuous running of dehumidifiers in the Crypt spaces to protect the artefacts and archive paperwork in storage.
The MSPI accreditation, when achieved, will improve our
standing in the cultural sector while making us more
available for receiving loans to enhance our considerable
number of exhibitions already on display, and for the
further exhibitions in the future.
Intern requests have had to be deferred this year due to
the uncertainty of opening periods and travel restrictions. Most of our interns join us with the benefit of
the Erasmus+ sponsorship scheme. Interns come from
Europe mainly, though we have received some students
from North America. The most recent being Scott Debrecht in 2019, who became very popular with many of
the tour guiding volunteers he worked with. He has gone
on to volunteering with the Student Conservation Association assisting in maintaining National Parks in USA nationwide.

Library Report
By Brian Ellis
With the Maritime Museum closed and donations to the
Library not currently being accepted, the progress in the
development of the Museum Library has been slowed.
We have, however, been able to expand the library catalogue to include a further batch of about 300 books
which were awaiting cataloguing. The next stage will be
to incorporate these books in the main catalogue and
identify duplicates. On the basis of our experience with
the interests and requirements of visitors to the Library
we will be reviewing the distribution of books on the
current shelving.
Despite the lack of visitors to the Maritime Museum we
continue to receive queries from many different places
around the world including the examples below.





The history of the St. George Steam Packet Company.
Information on Inishtrahull Island (off Malin
Head).
The wreck of the Royal Adelaide in 1850.
Researching Lisbon to Genoa voyage in 1818
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The Malcolmson family, 19th Century shipbuilders in Waterford.
Plans of the RMS Leinster [request from Poland].
John Aird, engineer involved in construction of
Dun Laoghaire Harbour.
William Kok, Dutch Engineer, Rushbrooke Dockyard in 1940s.
Service record for seaman posted to Coastguard
in 1860s.
Biographical information for Lt. Cmdr James Morris (R.N.).
Maritime job descriptions [request from Czechoslovakia].
Maritime career (19th C.) of Capt. L. Jones (b. Holyhead) [request from France].

The queries cover a number of maritime related topics
and I am grateful to my colleagues, including Joe Varley
and Colin Love, for their assistance and advice.

The Capture of The NAV Upnor
By Derek Harrington
In late March 1922, the I.R.A. seized a vessel at sea off
the coast of County Cork. She was called the NAV Upnor
and she was in transit from Haulbowline Naval Base to
Devonport Naval Base at Plymouth. Her cargo was small
arms and ammunitions.
The planning for the seizure was in place from the previous February when the Queenstown (Cobh) I.R.A. got
information on the projected shipment. It was resolved
to seize a suitable vessel at Cobh and to pursue and
overcome the munitions vessel while she was on passage.
On 29th of March 1922, the Upnor was scheduled to
depart Cobh at 2 P.M. On the same day a tug called the
Warrior was berthed at the Deep Water Quay in the
town. She was seized by the I.R.A. and at 3.30 P.M. she
was away from Cobh in pursuit of the Upnor.
The I.R.A. party included a Captain Jeremiah Collins, a
master mariner who had republican sympathies. The
Upnor could do six knots to the Warrior’s nine. Captain
Collins was a good navigator and he had the Upnor in
sight at 6.30 P.M.

between rifles and pistols, 100,000 rounds of 303 ammunition, a considerable amount of revolver ammunition and grenades, Lewis and Maxim machine guns and
some mines.
It got considerable publicity at the time but now for the
most part it is forgotten.
The following may be of interest:
There are some inconsistencies in the witness statements regarding the boarding of Upnor.
Was the Upnor sailing abaft the two armed trawlers who
failed to observe her hijacking? I have recently been informed that the R.N. had no armed trawlers in 1922.
How was the Admiralty in Cork alerted? Are these questions answered in the Admiralty Board of Inquiry (T.N.A.
ADM178/100)
We would like to express a special thanks to Capt Shane
Redmond OBE FNI (Rtd) for his assistance in preparing
this article and to the Bureau of Military History at Cathal
Brugha Barracks and Len Williams in London.

When the Warrior came within hailing distance of the
Upnor she hoisted the harbour master’s flag. One of her
crew started waving a large envelope and shouting
through a megaphone ‘Message from the Admiralty’

Further
Reading
‘Irish
Eyes
www.historicalrfa.org archive.

The ruse worked. There were two armed trawlers sailing
as escorts to the Upnor. However, they had gone ahead
and were unaware of the subsequent boarding of the
vessel and the resultant course set for Ballycotton. Both
vessels were alongside there at 1.30 A.M.

Pictures courtesy of Captain Shane Redmond & provenance of RFA historical archives.

A reception party comprised of 300 lorries dominated
the village of Ballycotton. They lifted 3000 items

NAV Upnor

Page 6

were

smiling’

I.R.A. pirates and Lt J. Williams www.thamestugs.co.uk
Hansard 3rd April 1922 https://hansard.parliament.uk/

Note: Have any readers any information or opinions on
Derek’s questions?

Tug Warrior

Michael Quinn
By Esther Kane
On the night of January 30th 1990, a Mayday call was
received by Valentia Coast Radio Station and the Naval
Vessel LE Deirdre as she was anchored in Lawrence
Cove, Bere Island.

Leading Seaman Quinn turned the Gemini around
and returned to the LE Deirdre, just as a wind and wave
combination capsized the Gemini throwing both
crewmen into the sea.

A Spanish fishing vessel, Nuestra Senora de Gardtoza,
(Our Lady of Gardtoza) had run aground near
Roancarrigmore Light, north east of Bere Island in Bantry
Bay during a storm and was sinking.

Able
Seaman
Kellett
was
washed
ashore
near Dereen Cove. Against all odds he managed to climb
over razor sharp rocks through a storm, to reach the
main road and alert passing Gardaí.

At the time there were no helicopter supports available
for about 2 hours and with the LE Deirdre unable
to get close enough to the sinking vessel, they decided
to launch the ships boarding boat, a Gemini craft with a
powerful outboard engine.

The 16-man crew on the Gardtoza were rescued by an
RAF Sea King Helicopter. An extensive search took place
and Leading Seaman Quinn was found at 8.00hrs on the
31st three miles east from the scene of the event.

Leading Seaman Michael Quinn (27), a native of
Drogheda, along with Able Seaman Paul Kellett (21) from
Dublin volunteered to crew the Gemini.
Despite the fierce weather, the crew of the Deirdre
successfully launched the Gemini craft. Leading Seaman
Quinn took charge as boat coxswain, he and Able
Seaman Kellett set out towards the Gardtoza. As
they got close to the fishing vessel, the awful conditions
made it clear that a boarding would not be possible,
making a rescue impossible too.

Leading Seaman Quinn was posthumously awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal from the Minister of
Defence and the Spanish Cross of Naval Merit from the
King of Spain. Able Seaman Kellet was also awarded
equally for his bravery.
He’s remembered in Dublin, his hometown of Drogheda
during the annual November commemorations for
deceased naval and army personnel. We would like to
record our sincere thanks and appreciation to Angela
Dunne, Michael Quinn's sister, for her help in writing this
article.

Leading Seaman Michael Quinn D.S.M
Photo courtesy of Angela Dunne.
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The Second World War From Sorrento Park.
By Michael Kennedy
From 1939 to 1945 small units of Defence Forces soldiers kept watch along the Irish coast for an invasion that never came. Members of the Coast Watching
Service, they knew that they would make the first report of an invasion of Ireland by sea or air. On their
word the Defence Forces would deploy to meet British,
or more likely German, forces arriving on Ireland’s
shores. Unlike Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg, Ireland was a lucky neutral. The Coast Watchers
never had to make that call that would have changed the
course of Irish history.
Eighty-three Look Out Posts (LOPs), running from Ballagan Head in County Louth to Inishowen Head in Donegal, kept a continuous watch on Ireland’s seas and skies.
Each kept a logbook of what it saw. Preserved in Military
Archives at Cathal Brugha Barracks in Dublin, these logbooks are a major research resource into the second
world war in Irish coastal waters. Many are available to
download for free from the Military Archives website (www.militaryarchives.ie).

The southern side of Dublin Bay and Killiney Bay towards
Bray were kept under observation from LOP 7 at Sorrento Park in Dalkey. A popular recreational area, the park
was closed to the public for the duration of the war and
it became a military outpost.
Eleven local men who had military backgrounds or who
had a connection with seafaring manned LOP 7, keeping
watch in pairs in eight-hour shifts. They were part-time
soldiers, akin to today’s Reserve Defence Forces, but
they were the eyes and ears of the regular army.

From LOP 7 they recorded maritime traffic in and out of
Dublin. Routine events like the passage of the
mailboat from Dún Laoghaire were not recorded.

The Ruins of Rosroe LOP (No.56), Killary Harbour,
Co. Galway , photographed in 2004 by M. Kennedy.
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However, if the mailboat was behind schedule or there
were submarines active in the area LOP 7, along with
neighbouring LOP 6 on Howth Head and LOP 8 on
Bray Head, was warned to keep a sharp lookout and report the vessel when sighted. The loss of the Leinster off
the Kish lightship in 1918 was still recent memory.
Along the shoreline Dalkey LOP recorded the
lights of night fishermen on Killiney Beach and the local
small craft leaving Coliemore Harbour. Out to sea
beyond the then three-mile limit of Ireland’s territorial
waters was the second world war. Ireland was neutral,
but it was still in a war zone. LOP 7 recorded British destroyers hunting submarines, the occasional convoy on
the horizon and from time-to-time lost Coastal Command Sunderland flying boats coming in over the Irish
coast to get a bearing.
Always within the LOP’s field of vision was the Kish Lightship. The Kish was an important navigation waypoint.
LOP 7 regularly recorded RAF aircraft circling it on training flights from Northern Ireland and Wales. The Dalkey
coast watchers saw their own forces too as Air Corps
aircraft passed on routine patrols and occasionally
fighters were scrambled to meet unidentified incoming
aircraft.
Had the coast watchers’ logbooks not survived we would
have little idea of the second world war day-by-day off
Ireland. Over eighty years later the records of the
Dalkey coast watchers still provide an unparalleled
account of the second world war in the waters off Dublin.

Michael Kennedy, Royal Irish Academy.
M.Kennedy@ria.ie

Hook Head Look Out Post (No.16) EIRE Sign, Co.
Wexford. (Military Archives Dublin)

Winter Talks via Zoom ~ A Great Success
By Jaqueline Mc Stay
Our successful Winter Talks has taken us on a virtual
tour from the local Coast Watching Station in Dalkey to
the frozen Antarctic with Shackleton and then onto Newfoundland with a speaker from the Memorial University of Newfoundland.
We started local with a talk on ‘Dalkey Coast Watchers’
presented by Dr. Michael Kennedy of the Royal Irish
Academy. Michael, an expert on Irish Foreign Policy, spoke eruditely about the men positioned along Irelands coast line, keeping watch and recording how the
war unfolded. Dalkey was a military outpost, one of 83
Look Out Posts around the country. They were Ireland’s
early warning system. Their reports gave a record of the
Second World War on a daily basis in Irish coastal waters
and skies.

The men who built the ‘Éire’ sign, at LOP No 7 in Sorrento
Park summit during the war , Picture courtesy of M. Kennedy

Our February talk took us to the frozen Antartic. Kevin
Kenny, Director, of the Shackleton Museum and organiser, Shackleton Autumn School, Athy, Co. Kildare, gave an

Photo courtesy of Kevin Kenny, Shackleton Museum.
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impressive account of Ernest Shackleton. His childhood,
becoming a Master Mariner against family tradition and
then going on to become a Polar Explorer. Kevin spoke
vividly of his courage, persistence, care and loyalty to his
men. His love of exploration and his pragmatic attitude
when they had to retreat and return home. His determination keeping his men alive.
Our talk in March is on to Newfoundland. Karin MurrayBergquist, PhD student at Memorial University of Newfoundland, will talk about the coast of Newfoundland and
Labrador. How history, stories and folklore are woven
together about the spirits of lost ships and sailors who
are said to return.

Map of the shipwrecks of Newfoundland & Labrador–
Karin Murray-Bergquist Memorial University
Newfoundland.

We hope you enjoyed our virtual trip to Newfoundland ,
on Thursday 25th of March, if you were unable to join it
or any of our previous zoom talks please view the recordings on our website at, www. mariner.ie. Our next talk
on the 24th of April will have a distinct Australian interest, further information on this talk can be found on the
last page of this Newsletter. We hope you can make it.

A Painting Recalls a Tragic Night in Liverpool
by
Richard Mc Cormick, President Emeritus, Maritime Institute of Ireland
Patrick Murphy, a Pembrokeshire Artist, was a child passenger when the M.V. Innisfallen was mined in the River
Mersey on 21st December 1940. Patrick has never forgotten this incident. In 2020, because the commemoration
on City Quay was cancelled, Richard Mc Cormick privately laid a wreath on Patrick’s behalf in honour of the brave
unknown sailor who saved his life and the four tragic casualties of the fateful night. Patrick conveys in this article
the drama of the sinking in his own words.
As I approach 83 years old, I am probably the last living
survivor of the sinking of the City of Cork Steam Packet, M.V. Innisfallen, sunk by a German mine on
21st December 1940. My mother, Christina Murphy
and I were to sail from Liverpool to spend Christmas at
the family farm near Mallow, Co. Cork and I was hugging
my Christmas present, Danny - a huge cowboy doll,
made by my mother.

Two men rushed into our cabin to save the women.
They pulled my mother out, screaming, onto the deck to
get into a lifeboat but she tried to get back to the cabin.
Finally, they realised that her distress was because her
baby was still there. I had been thrown out of the bunk
and was hidden under debris. A brave young man immediately returned to the cabin, even though the ship was
sinking fast. He found me in the dimness, picked me up
and pushed me down inside his greatcoat and fastened
it up. Only my head was sticking out. I remember him
crawling on his hands and knees with me slung beneath
him, through the dim light. The lapels on his blue-grey
greatcoat were large each side of me.

At two and a half, I had little detailed awareness of the
disaster, but I do have memories like a series of disjointed colour slides which are in sharp focus, with no accompanying sounds. My mother, never discussed it: it
was far too painful for her to recall the things I wanted
to know about as I grew older, but over time details
were filled in by relatives. It was years before I appreciated just how terrifying it was for her, trying to protect
me, while overhead, scores of Heinkel He 111 bombers
razed the city and the docks over three nights with parachute mines, high explosives, and incendiary bombs.
We shared a cabin with two women teachers. I recall
being in a bunk and being given a red stump of pencil
and a magazine to scribble in – a sign of things to come
as I became a professional artist. The bombers arrived
just after the ship left her berth. All navigation was halted so M.V.Innisfallen lay exposed, in the middle of the
river, all night with bombs and mines falling around her.
She set sail again for Dublin the following afternoon
at 1500 hrs. Passing New Brighton Tower, a magnetic
mine tore a hole in the port bow.

Page 10

At some stage, I recall being in somebody’s arms and
the seeing lots of beautiful lights. This would have been
the searchlights and the billowing smoke, flames, and
sparks coming from the flaming ships and buildings of
Liverpool and Birkenhead, set ablaze by thousands of
incendiary bombs. Remarkably the scene was very quiet,
there was nothing to frighten me!

Then, it was a cold and damp early morning on Liverpool
Pier Head. I was lifted onto the passenger platform of a
corporation bus. The conductor leaned down to me and
folded my hand around a silver threepenny bit. We had
no luggage – and Danny was gone! My only clothing was
an adult’s large, dark blue lifejacket fastened with linen
tapes. It reached to my bare feet and its armholes were
huge on me. My mother was wearing a man’s blue-grey
greatcoat with large lapels.

In December 2020 two wreaths were laid at the memorial: one for the Irish Lights Lighthouse Tender Isolda sunk
by a German aircraft on the 19th of December with six
casualties and the other for M.V. Innisfallen sunk two
days later on the 21st of December 1940 with four casualties. A tragic Christmas for so many Irish seafaring families.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamnacha dílse.

Each year, on 21st December, I remember that brave
young man whom we were never able to trace and the
four Irish seamen who died, by having a Mass said for
them. Following my Mother’s death in 1994, I painted
“Christmas Package” - my impression, and memories, of
the sinking of M.V. Innisfallen.” This is the picture displayed above.

The fact that we have two paintings on the sinking of the
M.V. Inishfallen featured in this article is a tribute to Patrick Murphy and the late Kenneth King. Kenneth’s picture
is displayed in the Prisoners Dock at the National Maritime Museum in Dun Laoghaire.
We are delighted to be able to use both pictures.
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Forthcoming Events
Saturday 24th April 12.30pm Lunchtime Talk
with Dr. Jeff Kildea
As Dr. Kildea resides in Australia, our last virtual talk of
the season is at 12.30pm (Irish time) on Saturday
24th April, we hope you can join us.
'A Victory Comparable to Jutland: the Royal Navy’s Hijacking of Archbishop Daniel Mannix in 1920'

On 8 August 1920, the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne, Cork-born Daniel Mannix, whilst travelling from
New York to Queenstown aboard the SS Baltic was arrested off the coast of Ireland by the Royal Navy
and transferred to a destroyer, HMS Wivern.
The incident made headlines round the world. What
was it about Mannix’s proposed visit to Ireland that led
the British government to risk international opprobrium
in having him arrested on the high seas in such dramatic
circumstances.

Demonstrations at Chelsea Pier, New York, as
Archbishop Mannix sailed on S.S. Baltic, 31 July 1920

This talk will examine the background to this incident
and the reasons why the British government believed
the mere presence of Mannix in his native land
might pose a danger to British rule in Ireland.
Dr Jeff Kildea is an Honorary Professor in Irish Studies at
the University of New South Wales. In 2014 he held the
Keith Cameron Chair of Australian History at University
College Dublin. He is the author of Anzacs and Ireland, which examines the relationship between Australian soldiers and Ireland during the First World War, and
of numerous books and articles on the Irish in Australia.
In October 2018 he spoke at the seminar on the centenary of the sinking of RMS Leinster held at the National
Maritime Museum.
For further details visit jeffkildea.com
Please visit our website www.mariner.ie closer to the
time in order to register for this talk.

Archbishop Mannix & Eamon de Valera, picture
courtesy of Dr. Jeff Kildea

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the official position and policy of the Maritime Institute of Ireland.
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